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Ramsey, Sackett, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Sehool- | e following is t ote i il: 
ral, Sbepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, RATAN i oe veee le etal 
us 


tevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 


hite, William=, 
Wilson. 


for David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, | 
Howe, Preston King, and Root. 

for Charles S. Morehead—Messrs. E, C. Cabell, Morton, | 
owen, A. H. Stephens, and ‘Toombs. | 

For Horace Mann—Mr. Campbell. 

For Linn Boyd—Mr. Holmes. | 

for Frederick P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard. 

For Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 

For James Mc Dowell—Mr. Williamson R. W. Cobb. 

No choice. 

The roll was called for the thirty-eighth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given in was 225; necessary to a choice 
113; of which— ‘ 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana, received........109 
Mr. Winthrop. ...scecccccccceseeceee 0100 
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Bo, Morehead soos dccic wees civtess S 
Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts........... 1 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For William J. Brown—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, | 


fay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 


G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Colcock, | 


Daniel, Dimmick, .Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, 


Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- | 


a Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, T. 


L. 


Inge, rew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 


La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCiernand, || 
MeDonald,McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Mc- | 
Mallen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Milisun, Mor | 
tis, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, | 
ee Se Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, || 


, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacoh Thompson, 
James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
Waldo, Wallace, Weliborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, Wood Woodward, and Young. 

Por Mr. Winth Messrs. Alexander, A'ston, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Uhester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butter, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 

Dixon, Duver, Duncan, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 


Grinnell, 4lalloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, | 


Henry, Hillyard, Houston, Hunter, J. L.. Johnson, Kerr, D. 
P. King, George G. King, James G. King,*John A. King, 
Levin, Horace Manr, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis EB. McLean, Meacham,Moore, M ead 


Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, 
Sackert, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhil’, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wilson. 


For Mr. Wilnot—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, 


Howe, Preston King, and Root. 
For Mr. Mevehbal-Alciers. £. C. Cabell, Morton, Owen, 


A. H. Stephens, and Toomha. 
Por Mr. Horace Mann—Mr. Campbell. 
For Mr. Boyd—Mr. Holmes. 
Por Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 
For Mr. Vinton—Mr. Winthrop. 
For Mr. McDrwell—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb. 
No choice. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, moved that 
the House adjourn until to-morrow, at 12 o’clock. 


And, on this motion, Mr. T. asked for tellers. | 


They were ordered, and Messrs, Haut, of Mis- 
souri, and Levin of Pennsylvania were appointed. 
And the question was then taken and decided in 
the angative—ayes 101, noes 108. 
~ e House refused to adjourn. 


e roll was then called the thirty-ninth time, 


° wecieg, tellers as that the whole oe 
ve : i ; 
tome n was necessary to a choice 
Mr. William J. Brown received........109 
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_ Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, foward, Hubbard, | 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1849. 


For William J. Brown—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett» 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bow 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
| Cable, George A.Caldweill, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb 


Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Ed- 


more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hami'ton, Hammond, 
Haralson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagtand, Holladay, 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Rotvert W. Joln- 
son, Jones,Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
| Mason, McUlernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, 
Robt. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, MeWibllie, Meade, 
Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
| Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
| son, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
| Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, 

Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Robert G. Winthrop—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, 


Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
| Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
| Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 





Alexander Evans, Nathan 


| 
} 
|| now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 
\ mond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Hunter, Jackson 


James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 


|| James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar- 
|| shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLeon, 


|| Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle 


'| Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 


Williams, and Wilson. 


Howe, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 
For Charles S. Morehead—Messre. E. C. Cabell, Morton, 
|| Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 
For Linn Boyd—Mr. Holmes. 
For Charles Durkee—Mr. Wilmot. 
For Samuel F. Vinton—Mr. Winthrop. 
For James McDowell—Mr. Williamson R. W. Cobb. 


No choice. 


TERMS $3 FOR THIS SESS 


| mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gil- 
| 


» Harlan, ees Tzham ‘G. Harris, Sampson | 


| Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, | 


Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, | 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goode- | 


> il 


Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 

horn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester. Spaulding, Sprague, | 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson ; 
Tharman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Holladay, Howard, Huhbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Kovert 


For David Wilmnot—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, 













i that the House adjourn; and he asked the yeas 


/ and nays on the motion. 
The question then recurred on the demand of 
Mr. Tuompson for the yeas and nays on his mo- 
|| tion to adjourn, and they were ordered. 
And the question was then taken, and decided 
| in the negative—yens 110, nays 114; as follow: 


|| YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
|| Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooke, 
|| Burrows, C. Butler, T. B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, J.2. Caldwell, 

Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cli an, Cole, 
|| Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, 
|} Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
| Freedlev, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnel!, Hat- 
| loway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, 
| Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James L. Zobn- 

son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
|| John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
| McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, 

Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, 

Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Key- 
| nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackeu, Schenck, 
| Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spauiding, 
| Sprague, Staniy, Alexander H, Stephens, Thaddeus Ste- 
| vens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombe, 
Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, and Winthrop—110. 

NAYS—Mesars. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
|| Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Boeock, Bokee, Booth, 
|, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J, 
Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, 
|| Cleveland, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, 
Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Green, Hackett, Hall, 
Hammond, Haralson, Hartan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagiand, 


. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, Mc 
Donald, McDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Pouer, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jaced Thompson, Jamez Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and 


| ti f the House, or indeed of any organization 
Ne'son, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Ouvaw, Phanis, Pies, || 000° , y org , 


Young—114. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, moved that || . 
the House adjourn until Geeneteeel, at twelve | $0 the House refused to adjourn. 
| o’clock. Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved that the House 
| Mr. WINTHROP rose and said, he desired to | proceed to vote for Speaker. 
say to the members here assembled that itwas well! Mr. STANLY moved that there be a cali of 
known to many of his friends, and, he believed, to | the House; and, he said, to save | ep yeaa on the 
the great majority of those who had thus far honored | other side of the House the trouble of doing so, he 
him with their support, that he should have with- | would call for the yeas and nays on his moiion. 
drawn his name long ago from this protracted con- Mr. BAYLY rose to a question of order. 
|| test if they had allowed him to do so. He had Amidst a confusion that rendered hearing almost 
| repeatedly expressed to them his personal desire impossible, Mr. B. was understood to make the 
not to stand in the way of a satisfactory organiza- || point of order—that a call of the House was a 
motion provided for by the rules; and that as the 
'| believing that the highest interests of the country, , House had adopted no rules, the motion could not 
| that the peace and safety of the Union, demanded | be entertained. ; 
|| that an organization of some sort should be effect- | The Crenx intimated that as the motion had been 
‘| ed without delay. But as-he had seen his friends | made, he would submit the question of order to 
'| continuing to persist in the idea that his name was | the House. 
|| at their control, and not under his own, he had || Mr. MEADE moved so to amend the motion 
|| therefore allowed the contest to go on, as it had || fora call of the House, as that the names of the 
'| gone on, until this moment. He now begged leave | absentees only (numbering some four or five) 
| to say publicly, as he had heretofore often said || should be called. 
} peivately, that nothing could give him greater pain || Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, demanded the yeas 
| than to imagine for an instant that he had stood in | and nays on the amendment. 
|| the way of any organization of this House which |, Mr. MEADE withdrew his amendment. 
| might be effected, and much more in the way of Mr, EVANS sail he renewed it. 
| any organization which could be effected by his Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 
| friends. He desired to say to them all.that, while | the Clerk whether he decided such a motion to be 
| he thanked them cordially for the devoted support _ in order? 
| which they had given him, it would afford him The Crerx. It is for the House, and not for 
| the utmost satisfaction if they aould concentrate | the Clerk, to decide the question of order. 

their efforts on some other candidate; and he | Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said he under- 
should most cordially unite with them on any | stood that a motion had been made to amend the 
other candidate whom they might adopt. '| motion for a call of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON, remarking that he knew it | The Crerx said, the motion to ameni had been 

‘|, was not in order to debate the motion to adjourn, || withdrawn. ’ 
said that he had from the very beginning voted for'| Mr. JOHNSON suggested that the motion of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts as candidate for || the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Cops,} that 
Speaker, and should continue so todo. He regret- || the House proceed to vote for Speaker, having 
|| ted that the gentleman should see fit to withdraw his |, been first put, was the first question in order. 
| name. He (Mr. T.) would prefer him toany other || Mr. VAN DYKE asked the yeas and nays on 

gentleman in this body, for his known ability and || the motion to proceed to the election of Speaker. 
‘| experience. But if the gentleman insisted upon | Mr. HALL moved to amend the motion of the 
withdrawing his name as one of the nominees, | gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Coss,} by substi- 
those gentlemen who had supported him wanted | tating a resolution that WuiasM J. Baows, of 
time to deliberate and concert measures. As a | Indiana, be declared the duly elected Speaker of 
matter of justice and equity, therefore, he moved |) this House. 
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Andon that motion Mr. H. demanded the yeas | 
and nays. . 
The Crer« said the question would be on order- 
ing the yeas and nays on the motion of the gentle- 

man from Missouri, (Mr. Hat. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved, he said, that that sub- | 


ject be laid on the table. 


And on that motion he asked the yeas and || 


nays. 

lie also moved that there be a call of the. 
House. 
Mr. MEADE submitted that the motion of the | 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss] was out of | 
order, because the election of Speaker was the | 
regular business before the House, unless that busi- | 
ness were superseded by some other. 

Mr. BAKER, amid great confusion, moved that | 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, on the other 
side of the House, submitted a similar motion, re- 
marking that he believed a motion to adjourn was 
always in order. ; 

The Crerx thereupon put the question on that | 
motion; and the motion having prevailed, the 
House, at a late hour, 

Adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, December 12, 1849. 


Mr. SOULR, of Louisiana, appeared in his seat. | 


The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. FOOTE aeked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the papers of Joseph Radcliff; 
which was granted. 

Mr. COOPER asked leave to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate the papers of John H. 


ogers. 
Mr. HALE. Iam reluctant to interpose any 
remembered that there was, at the close of the last | 


withdrawing papers from the files, and permission 
was actually refused to the Senator from Florida 
upon application made by him to withdraw certain 
papers. It was at that time determined that it 
should not be done uniess good reasons were as- 
signed for such withdrawal. 1 have no doubt the 
Senator from Pennsylvania ha® reasons for the | 
withdrawal in this case that are abundantly satis- | 
factory, but they should at least be assigned. 

Mr. COOPER. I will state, for the information | 
of the Senate, that no action was had upon these 
papers, and the claimant had been informed that | 
the department has the power to determine the | 
case without calling upon Congress for aid. 


why leave should be granted. If the department 
has power to settle the claim, it will save 
the trouble of doing it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no doubt there are | 
many applications of a similar kind tobe made. 1 | 
have one myself. 


| The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
|| proved. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 12, 1849. 


| 


M. COBB, of Alabama, rose and said, that he 
noticed in this morning’s Union, a statement in 
relation to the votes for Speaker which he had | 
given during their efforts to organize the House, | 


which was calculated to do him injustice—whether | 
intentionally or not, was not for him to determine. || 
It was enough for him to say, that it did not con- || 
tain the truth, such as the record of the proceed- | 
ings of Congress ought to show. If any man of | 
his party, or of any other party in this country, | 
expected to coerce him into the support of |) 


it 


| measures beyond his sense of duty to his country, || 


he would utterly fail to accomplish his object. || 
| Whether he had been consistent in his course || 
| here, since the meeting of Congress, was for the || 
| House and the country to determine when the l 


|| records were made up. 


| read. 


| admirably qualified to discharge the duties of the Chair.” || 


| 


He asked that the article from the Union be 


“It depends upon Measrs. Cobb of Alabama, Holmes of i 
South Carolina, (who voted for Mr. Brown on Monday, but || 
deserted him on yesterday.) and fourof the Free-Soil Demo- | 
crats, to decide whether the House of Representatives shall || 
have a Democratic Speaker, or not, to-day. Mr. Brown is || 
[Cries of ‘* Read on! read on!’’] {| 
The Crerx. ‘That is the whole of the article. 


Mr. COBB continued. His object in presenting 


| himself before this body, was to place himself in | 


the attitude, before his constituents and the country, | 


which he properly merited. It was, he believed, 


| the first time in his life that he had been accused of | 


‘| elude him with Mr. 
' gentlemen if that would not be the natural infer- 
| ence from it. 
| Georgia, the nominee of the Democratic party, | 


| vote for him any longer. 


| that all his votes had been divided between Messrs. || 
|| Copp and McDowe.t. He had yet to learn from |, 


‘| other way, at any time, would have elected. a || 
| Speaker. 


|| stand in the way of an organization o 
It seems to me that this is a sufficient reason || 


| them bring up a candidate, on either side, who || man, Vivton, and Winthrop. 
ongress || 


|| elected, and he should reserve to himself the course || 


l desire to make a motion to || 


withdraw papers, but I have thought it best to | 


defer making it until the committees are appointed, || 
so that the papers when withdrawn may be referred | 
to the appropriate committee. The Senator from | 
New Hampshire is correct in what he said about || 
the determination that was arrived at last session | 
to require the reasons for withdrawing papers to be 
assigned. The Senator from Massachusetts also 
gave notice that he would introduce some motion 
on the subject. Perhaps, therefore, it would be 
advisable that motions of this kind should be with- 
held until some rule shall be established in rela- 
tion to the subject. 

Mr. COOPER. The Senator from South Car- | 
olina did not understand the explanation which | | 
gave. It was that the evidence was sufficient, as | 
the claimant believes, to induce the officers of the | 
proper department to settle the claim. It will not, | 
therefore, be necessary to refer the papers toa | 
committee; and it is consequently not requisite to | 


defer the motion anti! the committees shall have 
been appointed. 


Mr. BUTLER. 
the henorable Senator; 
oifer to the motion. 

The CHAIR then put the question to the Sen- 
ate, and it was decided that leave be granted. 


| ings, he felt called upon to say, that he felt more 


|| than he should have been by an election to that 
|| chair. 
| tired from the contest. In view of this fact, he 
| did not feel justified in standing longer as a candi- 
|| date, 
} of the propriety of the course he was about to 
| adopt. 
| east their votes for him, and seek some abler man 


being a traitor. The appellation might apply to 
others, but it was yet to be fixed upon the humble | 
individual who now addressed the House. This 


| 


} 
| 


| article stated that he had voted for Mr. Brown on }| 


objection to a motion of this kind; but it will be || Monday, and then deserted him. 


é | no; you’re mistaken, Mr. Cops.”’]} He asked that || 
session, a very long discussion on the subject of | 


[Cries of ‘* No, || 


the article be read, to show whether it did not in- } 
Hotmes. He appealed to | 


He had voted for Mr. Coss, of 
until that gentleman came and asked him not to | 
He had then voted for || 


Mr. McDowe t, and had so continued to vote; so || 


the records that his vote, if it had been cast in any || 


He had declared privat’, as he | 
declared publicly, that he never would be found to 

f the House. || 
[Cries of ** Good,” from the Democratic side.}] Let || 





would command a sufficient number of votes to be || 
he would then pursue, as he reserved to himself | 
his own course upon all other occasions. 
Mr. WILMOT said he desired to express his |! 
i acknowledgments to those friends who | 
ad given him their-suffrages for the office of 
Speaker of that House. In justice to his own feel- 
1 
honored by the confidence implied by their sup- || 
port, inconsiderable as it was in point of numbers, || 


‘ 


| 


Both of the prominent candidates have re- 


He trusted that his friends would approve 
He hoped that his friends would cease to 


upon whom to bestow their suffrages, and who 
would stand some reasonable chance of success. 
He concurred in the excellent sentiments ex- 
ressed by the gentleman who declined last even- 
ing, [Mr. Winrurop,] as to the importance of an 
early organization of the House; and was unwill- 


| ing to stand in a position that might delay so de- || 
; z '| sirablea result. He would not feel entirely justified 
I certainly did not understand || in maintainin 


his present attitude as a candidate, 


{ have no opposition to | after the principal object, if not the only one, which || 
| induced his friends to place him in that position, 
‘| had been attained. 


For him to maintain longer 


| they should bestow their votes upon so 
more competent and worthy than himself. 


| ceeded to vote for Speaker, viva voce. 


Dec 


ce. 12, 


ee 
would approve of his judgment, in requestin 


g that 
ME one 


On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the House pro. 


Messrs. Hitxiarp of Alabama, Strone of Penn. 


| sylvania, Duer of New York, and Miter of 
| Ohio, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s table ag 
|| tellers to count the votes. 


The roll was then called the fortieth time, when 


the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
given in was 226; necessary to a choice 114; of 
1} which— 


Mr. William J. Brown received........119 
Mr. Duer. oo cccseccccesccescvescctsere 
Mr. Stanly. ..cccsccsccscescccsccccees 18 
Mr. Morehead. ..0cccccecccccccsemece 17 
Me. Winthrop. ...+secccssccesesseses IF 
Mr. McGaughey... .eecessceees 13 
Mr. Horace Manni... cc civic ctosesiecece 
Dae Baltes one. sh ds ie iwesied sted wecaiie 
Dig. Boyds cic oc0cs oesinccecste co eeesees 
BS. Vins cv ens 6, vnte oh 0s eed eee ce 
Mr. Chandler... aviate’ so nCearmerwds 
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens... .cecssscoscces 
Ee, PROM WEIL. 64.5006 0:ccnadee ceaenrt. 
BAe: DUUGW. 6.00 '.0n00,00.40008 
Mr, Contad. .s vci<cnisqunidd tects. 
Bie. OCGOR 6 oF e090. 0b es hacccbee eth 
Mr. Holmes........ 

Mr. Daniel P. King... 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


Por William J. Brown—Mesars. A'bertson, Allen, 
Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, 
Bowdon, Bow in, Boy, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Jo. 
seph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartier, Cleveiand, H, 
Cobb, Colcoek, Dauiel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing. Featherston, Fiteh, Peller, 
Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hammond, H»ralson, Har'an, Harmanson. Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbad, 
Hoagland, Ho laday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jobn- 
son, Rovert W. Johnson, Kaufinan, Preston King, La >ée, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCternand, Me- 


| Donald, McDowel , McLanaban, Robert M. McLane, Me- 
| Mullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Milison, Mor. J 


tis, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, helps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sur. 
age, Sawtelle, Frederick P. stanton, Richard it. Sinton, 
Sieison, Strong, Sweetser, Thoms, Jacob ‘i hoimpson, 
James ‘Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, W lien, 
Waldo, Welborn, Wetworth, Whittlesey, Wildnck, 
W Imot, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For William Duer—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Bokee, 
Briggs, Burrows, Clarke, Conrad, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Jackson, John A. King, H. Mann, Matteson, Morehead, 
Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sehermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Silvester, Thaddeus Stevens, ‘Taylor, and t/n- 
derhull. 

For Edward Stan!'y—Messrs. Anderson, Ashman, Bowie, 
Deberry, Alexander Evans, Houston, Kerr, Marshall, Me- 
Gaughey, Nes, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Shepperd, Thur- 


For Charles S. Morehead—Messrs. Alston, Baker, Breck, 
Chester Butler, E.C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Hampton, 
Haymond, Hilliard, James, L. Johnson, Mc Kissock, Pinis 
E. McLean, Morton, Owen, Alexander H. Stephens, Joho 
B. Thompson, and Toombs. 

For Robert C. Winthrop—Messrs. Brooks, Conger, Dixon, 
Hay, Hebard, George G. King, James G. King, Meacham, 
Nelson, Newell, Phenix, Spaulding, Sprague, Van Dyke, 
Watkins, White, and Williams. 

For Edward W. Mc Gaughey—Messrs. Andrews, Thomas 
B. Butler, Campbell, Casey, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Pow- 


| ler, Freedley, Halloway, Henry, Daniel P. King, Moore, 


and Sackett. 
For Horace Mann—Messts. Cole, Crowell, Hunter, Put- 
nam, and Wilson. 
For Linn Boyd—Messrs. Bocock, Seddon, and Wallace. 
For George W. Julian—Messrs. Howe, Root, and Tack. 
For Samuel F. Vinton—Messts. Corwin and Schenck. 
For Joseph R. Chandler—Messrs. Goodenow and Reed. 
For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Calvin and Dickey. 
For Julius Rockwell—Mr. Chandler. 
Por David Ouftlaw—Mr. Clingman. 
For Charles M. Conra?—Mr. Duer. 
For Franklin W. Bowdon—MVir. Holmes. 
For Isaac E. Hilmes—Mr. Levin. 
For Daniel P. King—Mr. Stanly. 


No choice. 


Mr. STANLY rose and ssid that he begged 
leave to offer for the consideration of the House 
the resolution which he would send to the Clerk’s 
table. 


The resolution was read as follows: 


Resoleed, That the members of the Democratic be 
requested to appoint three members to confer with tree 
members of the Whig party, relative to the choice of proper 
Officers of the House of Representatives. 


|| the position of a candidate, might subject both 


After an interval of an hour, and there being no || himself and his friends to the charge of disorgan- 


business before the Senate— 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


Mr. STANLY said he was tired of this lone: 
continued struggle. . He believed every gentiems 
in this House was tired of it, The resolutict 


‘| ization, and a desire to prolong the existing state 
|! of things. He trusted, therefere, that his friends 











that 


Puller, 

Hall, 
Isham 
bbaid, 
John- 
| ee, 
1, Me- 
» Me- 
y Mor- 
helps, 
> Sur. 
inton, 
hpson, 

Iden, 
drick, 


jokee, 
innell, 
phead, 
thorn, 
d n- 


sowie, 
I, Me- 
Thur- 


Breck, 
ppton, 

Finis 
, Joho 


Dixon, 
cham, 
Dyke, 


pomas 
Fow- 
floore, 


» Put- 


laee. 
‘ack, 
ek. 

eed. 


couse 
erk’s 


ty be 
three 


long- 
eman 
ution 





— 


1849. 


which be had offered was not one of his own sug- 
gesting. The suggestion had been made to him 
by a Democrat, a gentleman of character and pa- 
tioti feelings, who desired to see a stop put to the 
present state of things—by one who desired to see, 
as he (Mr. S.) desired to see, the House of Repre- 
sentatives organized, and who had determined, as 
gras he could, as he (Mr. 8.) had determined, 
chat it should be organized. As to any talk of 
disorganiZation, the thing was merely ridiculous— 
he spoke it with all due respect to the other side of 
the House. There was no danger of that. This 
Government was not coming to an end yet, no 
matter what gentlemen might say about Free Soil- 
jem, Wilmot Provisoiasm, and all such tomfoolery. 
There was no danger of that. The Union could 
pot be dissolved while Henry Cray and Tuomas 
1. Benton were in the Senate, or while old Rough 
and Ready was at the other end of the Avenue. 
But he wanted to put a stop to the present state 
of things, and have somebody to preside over the 
House of Representatives who was competent (to 
say nothing of what he thuught of the gentleman 
who had just received a sufficient number within 
two votes to elect him) to preside over the House of 
Representatives, who was acceptable to the Demo- 
cratic party. Their present candidate was not ac- 
ceptable by a considerable number, asthe last result 
showed. There was something wrong; some- 
thing * rotten in Denmark” He looked upon his 
own side of the House without blushing; he 
blushed when he looked at the other side. He 
desired to say nothing at all rash, or approaching 
rashness. He had had the honor to be a member 
of the last Legislature of North Carolina, of which 
one of his honorable colleagues on the other side 
of the House was alsoa member. They had had 
the fortune, as it turned out, to tie in both 
branches; and for more than a week were in a 

















the character he had sent to the chair; they met 
end consulted together; and the result was that 
the Democratic party selected the Speaker of the 
Senate, and the Whig party selected the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, and the other officers 
were divided among them, as they ought to be, 


without any quarreling or particular fuss; and the || 


result was, that the Legislature was more free from 
a party character than it had ever been since 1829; 
and that more measures were adopted for the gzen- 
eral good—for the benefit of the people of the 
whole State—and more internal improvements set 
afloat, than had been by any Legislature for twen- 
ty years. It was improper, however, further to 
detain the House by reference to the legislation 
of North Carolina. He wanted, if the Democratic 
members of this House chose a Speaker, they 
should take a gentleman entirely satisfactory to 
them. If they thought the Whig party were not 
entitled to the Speaker, let them choose one accus- 
tomed to preside over deliberative bodies—who was 
familiar with the rules, and acceptable to the great 
body of the party—without electioneering, with- 
out any of that little trickery which was resorted 
to in times of high excitement, when they were 
hard run, and were pressing on, as they supposed, 
to victory. He had too much regard for them to 
see them place themselves in that position. 

Any gentleman (continued Mr. S.) was very 
much mistaken, who supposed he would be upon 
a bed of roses up there, (pointing to the chair.) 
For him, a little «ver a dozen votes had been cast, 
for which xe was profoundly: grateful; but he 
begged gem'.men to forbear farther to wote for 
him. Hz was not fit to preside over this body. 
Like the late venerable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, who was no longer among us, (he wished 

© were now here,) he (Mr. S.) was a great lover 
of peace in the abstract, but sometimes shared in 
disorder in practice. He did not aspire to the 
chair. He wanted an older, an abler hand placed 
there; and he would venture to say he would see a 
great trouble to keep order, before four months of 
the session had passed. 

Mr. BAYLY. The remarks of the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Staxry] demand a re- 
8ponse from this side of the House. He has re- 
ferred to the condition in which we find ourselves 
—unable to organize and transact the business of 
the nation. He says that the condition of things 
existing in this House (which is but a type of the 
condition of thi in the country) gives him no 
slarm as long as Clay and Benton are in theSenate, 
and “old Rough and Ready,” as he seems to 

















_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| prefer to designate the Chief Magistrate of the 
| nation, is at the other end of the Avenue. Aslong 
| as such is the case, he tells us, the Union is safe. 

| Mr. STANLY. I did not say that the condition 


| of things in the country gave me no alarm. 


Mr. BAYLY. I did not impute the remark, 


| that what existed in this House wasa type of 


what existed in the country, to the gentleman. 


That was my own comment, by parenthesis, and 


| not a quetation of the gentleman. I repeat, that 

the division and distraction of parties which exist 
| in this House is but a type of what exists in the 
country at large. And who (asked Mr. B.) is re- 
sponsible for this? Sir, if I had been asked, in 
| advance, to imagine a course of action upon the 


| part of one of the great parties of this country, | 


| which would inevitably have led to euch a con- 


dition of things, I would have said there exists an || 


absorbing and exciting question of public policy 
| overriding all others, oo 

| Let one of the great parties run a candidate for 
the Presidency occupying a doubtful position in 


| reference to it; let him allow himseif to be sup- | 


| ported in each section upon the ground that his 
| views harmonized with theirs; allow himself, for 


_ground that he was in favor of anti-slavery re- 
| strictions by Congress, and at the South as the 
| only hope to shield it from them; allow himself to 
| be elected by the votes of electors with diverse 
| opinions of his views and diverse expectations of 

his action;—let him thus be elected; let him keep 


a Congress elected in this state of uncertainty;— 


| let all this happen, and tell me, sir, if any man 


| could anticipate a different posture of affairs than 
| the precise one in which we find ourselves. The 
bitter fruit which we are tasting is the legitimate 


has planted and fostered. 1 (said Mr. B.) am 
not taken by surprise. I predicted in advance that 


| fit to pursue would lead to the precise result which 
we have before us. No one laments it more than 
I do; but the Democratic party certainly are not 
responsible. 

But it was not to reply to this portion of the 
gentleman’s remarks that I claimed your attention. 
| The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Sran- 
| tv] has said that he can look to his side of the 
| House without shame; but that when he looked 
| to this, he blushed; that there was something 





| his place, by this insinuation, given form and im- 
| portance to an imputation which this morning has 


He insinuates that something improper has taken 
_ place between the Democratic party and the Free- 
| Soilers, as they are called. Sir, it is such an in- 
| sinuation as the gentleman ought not to make 
lightly, or to which we ought in silence to submit. 
I flatter myself (said Mr. B.) that the gentlemen 


as any others to enter into any arrangement with 
the party referred to. 
that the gentleman has made the remarks he did. 
| It enables us to brand the rumor, in the outset,*as 
| itdeserves. It is hardly necessary for me to say 
| that it has no foundation in truth. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia allow me to put a question to him? 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Has not a correspondence 
taken place between the member from Indiana 
| (Mr. Brown] and some member of the Free-Soil 
party, in which he has pledged himself to consti- 
| tute the committees in a manner satisfactory to 
_ them? “ 
| Mr. BAYLY. I know of no such correspond- 
j ence. Is the gentleman authorized to aay that 
| there has been such a one? If so, what is his 
authority? 

Mr. ASHMUN. Common rumor. 

Mr. BAYLY. And does not the gentleman 


{seems that common rumor is a common liar? 


Turning to Mr. Brown, he said, “ Haw any such 
correspondence taken place ?”’ 
Mr. BROWN shook his head. . 
Mr. BAYLY continued. I am authorized to say 
| that no such correspondence has taken place. 





understanding between this side of the House and 





sectional in its character. | 


up this state of uncertainty as to his opinions, and | 


| product of the tree which the gentleman’s party | 
disorganized state. They passed resolutions of || 


the course which the gentleman’s party thought || 


| the exclusion of all 


been in whispers circulated through thia Hall. || | | 
| tlemen, whether his political associates saw 


| on this side of the House would be as little likely | 


I am rejoiced, however, | 


| a man to wipe his feet on. 


| northern people. 
|, anything of that kind; but that sentiment they 
‘| intended should ve represented here. 
|| pected that their representatives shonld stand up 
|} and speak owt on all proper occasions; and he 
|| hoped that no man designed to speak on thia, or 
|| any other subject, except upon proper occasions. 
|| ‘What was this resolution designed for? Why, to 
|| earry out the policy of both of these parties. 


i9 





unfair? The House is in a condition in which it is 
impossible for it to be nized, unless they vote 
with one of the great parties composing it. Great 
complaint has been made throughout the country, 
and justly, that we did not organize; thus imply- 
ing that they ought to vote with one or the other 
of the tparties. Swppose they had offered to 
vote with the gentleman, would he have spurned 
their ve Or would he have considered that 
it would have been quite right in us, in such acon- 
tingency, to have imputed an improper combina- 
tion to them? The gentlemen referred to have 
their own views to carry out, and they most prob- 
ably will take their own course in doing it. And 
that a portion, and a portion only, of them have 
voted with us—which they have all along shown 
such an unwillingness to do, and when they do it 
now under what appears a necessity—certainly 


| does not contaminate us or our candidate for the 


Speakership. We must be judged of by the char- 


|| acter of the great body of our party, and not of 


those who are accidentally thrown with us. 
Mr. ROOT said he never felt called upon to 
make remarks to this House on account of re- 


| marks which had been made by anybody else, 
instance, to be supported at the North upon the | 


and nothing which had fallen from the gentleman 


| from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty], or from the 
|| gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bariy], had in- 


duced him now to rise. He intended to speak to 


| the resolation of the gentleman from North Caro- 


lina. That resolution contemplated the Whig 


| party and the Democratic party—those who were 


in full communion with either of those parties, 


‘and nobody else, as having some righta here. 


Now he had, and he trusted he should enjoy, the 


| same rights on this floor as any other representa- 
| tive of a free people enjoyed. 


He should claim 
them, and he should be an ugly customer if they 
were denied. He did not pretend to speak for 


either of these parties, but he protested against 


the kind of bargain and sale contemplated by the 
resolution, which would transfer to them, and 


| to them alone, the right of organizing this House. 


If they had the numerical strength, they could do 
it; but he protested against any written or parol 
bargain or contract by which these parties, or 
either of them, was to organize this House, to 
others. He represented 


neither of them. He supposed he would be 


| deemed a representative of what the gentleman 
| from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranzy], in most 
| respectful language, had seen fit to characterize as 
| ** rotten in Denmark.’’? The gentleman has thus, in || 


Wilmot provisoism, and * tomfoolery of that 
kind.”” He had no doubt the gentleman had 
spoken the feelings of hia heart, when he had 
spoken in that manner; but let him tell —— 
t to 
tell him so or not, he ventured to say that nine 


out of ten of those representing the Whig party 
| from the North would not, and the others dare 
| not, when brought before their constituents, say 


that the Wilmot proviso was a humbug and tom- 
foolery, Let them do so, and you could find in 
his (Mr. R.’s) section of the country political 
graves as thickly spread as the graves of the vic- 
tims of the cholera in those villages over which 


| that pestilence had swept—whose fields would be 


so full of graves as to make them look like stone 
quarries, where there would not be turf enough for 
It was a deap-seated, 
immovable sentiment, fixed in the hearts of the 
They talked not of disunior, or 


They ex- 


What was the policy of the Administration pasty? 


|| and what was. the policy of the Democratic party, 


as represented by the “sole organ?’’ To dodge 


|| the Wilmot proviso. 
i”. Me. 


ielded for cupleueenes 


R. 
Mr. BAYLY. I think it due to myself and the 


|| House to say, that since I was last up | have had 
|| a conversation with the gentleman form Indiana, 
| (Mr. Brown.} I was mistaken in saying that no 
|, correspondence had taken place between him and 
| Does the gentleman infer that there has been an | the Free-Soilers. 
|| place, but in it he assures me that be had refused 
the Pree-Soilers trom the fact that some of them | 
have voted with us? If «0, what ean be more | 


A correspondence has taken 


to pledge himself, and had said no more than that 
in forming the commitiees, he would place the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


members of that party in such positions as their 
standing in the House and the country would seem 
to him to make proper. But the cor dence 
will be produced, and it will speak for itself. 

Mr. STANLY (Mr. Roor further yielding) said 
the gentleman from Ohio complained that hia party 
was not recognized in the resolution. If he had 
understood the gentleman from Ohio, a few days 
since, he had said, in reply to one of his [ 
Srawzy’s] col es, (Mr. Teemenan that it was 
the business of the two t parties to organize; 
and he really thought he was following out the 

ntleman’s own suggestion in offering this reso- 
ution. 

Mr. ROOT (resuming) said the gentleman was 
mistaken as to one fact—unintentionally, no doubt. 
The gentleman said that he (Mr. R.) had com- 


plained that every other Representative than those | 


in full communion with one or the other of the two 
great parties had been excluded from participation 
in the arrangement. ‘ He (Mr. R.) hoped, so 
long as God spared his senses, that he never should 
be represented in any such arrangement. He in- 
tended never to be. It was a kind of arrangement 
in which he did not wish to participate; if it was 
to be consummated, he hoped it would be in such 


a way as to preclude the idea that he had had any- || 


thing to do with it. 

Now, as to his having said the other day that it 
was the business of the two great parties to organ- 
ize the House, the gentleman was mistaken; he 
had drawn a wrong inference. 
that time, that if there was anything ridiculous in 
the scene to which he was referring at that time, it 
was the fact that some two hundred aud twenty 
members complained of being obstructed in the 
organization of the House by some eight others; 
and that he thought, if they were so exceedingly 
desirous to have an organization of the House, as 
they professed, it would be an easier matter for 
two hundred and twenty members to accomplish 
it than for eight; that if they could only find, 
among two hundred and twenty Representatives 
on this floor, one hundred and fifteen patriotic, 
self-denying, high-minded gentlemen who would 
unite to accomplish the common object which they 
professed to hold so near their hearts, why, they 
could have an organization at any time. That was 
the substance of what he had then said. 

{Mr. Roor pausing fora moment, several gen- 
tlemen sprang to their feet, crying ‘‘ Mr. Clerk.’’] 

I have not done yet, (said Mr. R.) We have 
not the hour rule now. 

Now, (he continued,) he would like to know if 
these two Great parties were brought into such a 
terrible predicament that they could not organize 
the House without cutting off some of those who 
happened to differ with them and depriving them 
of their rights? Hedid not know how the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, who had 
been sup d by one of the parties as candidate 
for Speaker, felt; he did not know but he would 
be willing to. submit his claims to the chair toa 
committee composed of three Whigs and three 
Democrats, nor was it a matter of great import- 
ance to him how the gentleman felt. But it was 
as great an outrage upon him, (Mr. R.,) if they 
deprived him alone of the right to speak, vote, and 
act upon this question, as it would be to cut off 
forty, or eighty, or one hundred and twelve from 


the same right. They had no right to do it; and‘ 


if they wanted to preserve their character—if they 
wished to preserve the character of honorable, 
high-minded Representatives, in his opinion they 
must say, that in exercising their own rights, they 
would not deprive the humblest member on this 
floor of his. Why, how magnanimous it would 
look! When they came to make up their jewels, 
when they came to string up their Whigs and to 
string up their Democrats, what were they going 
to do with such gentlemen, as some from Georgia, 
and some from New York and Ohio? What was 
going to be the test? Were they, for Whigs, to 

ave those who, in the chaste and classic lan- 
guage of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
chose to style themselves “ original Rough and 
Ready” men? Why, he should think, from what 
he had seen, that some of the originals had got 
tired of it already. Would they admit some of 
them who bolted at the Philadelphia Convention, 
but came in soon after? Would they admit those 
who had come in since ?—thore who did not vote 
at all?—~or those who had voted for Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, provided they had repented since? They 


r. |i 


| would want all these men, and more, when they 
| came to elect a Speaker, in his humble opinion. 


| The resolution was not specific enough. It 


| ought to be like a special plea, certain to every in- | 


| tent and particular; they must go on and tell what 
kind of Whigs were good enough to come in, and 
| just so with the Democracy; he thought they 
| would have just as much trouble in fixing their test. 
| {Several gentlemen here rose, supposing Mr. 
| Roor had concluded, and addressed the Clerk.]} 

| Oh, no!(said Mr. R.,) he had not done yet. [A 
laugh.) It was not often that the Free-Soil party 
had the opportunity of being heard, and if this 
resolution took effect, they were done, as far as 
any influence in the organization of the House was 
concerned. He did not, however, believe they 
were going to use up the principles on which they 
| stood. He cared nothing for the party organiza- 
tion in itself; it was the Free-Soil principles for 


dicate them whenever occasion required it. 

He warned his friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
| Sranty] that he was placing some of his political 
| assaciates in a wo eculiar situation, when he 
| talked about the Wi 
foolery.”” 

Mr. BOKEE, (in his seat.) Let them tell of it. 

Mr. ROOT replied, Well, he supposed they 
would. He did not call upon gentlemen to an- 
swer; and they would save themselves some breath 


they were called for. 

He hoped, as he had before remarked, that the pe- 
| culiar exigency of the day and this case would not 
drive gentlemen to do anything of which they 
would repent hereafter. He did not feel that the 
remarks which had been made in relation to some- 


all. He did not belong to Denmark—not even to 
| the figurative Pickwickian Denmark which had 
been spoken of. But the gentleman from North 
Carolina thought there was something rotten in 


He knew nothing about the inducements which 


or the other. 


principles of the candidate. He thought pledges 
out them, might well be distrusted themselves. 

It might admit of doubt wko would turn out to 
be the *‘ tomfools’’ in the end. 





will tell you in confidence: It is the gudgeon; but 


whether there are any gudgeons in this Hall, and | 


who they are, I leave for time to tell. 


The peculiar state of things in this body at this | 


particular time, may, perhaps, be somewhat illus- 


of my countrymen, a member of the universal | 


Yankee nation. He was traveling on a steamboat 


on the Ohio river, and having made the acquaint- | 


ance of a fellow-passenger from the lower country, 


trated by an anecdote which I have heard of one 


| would you, raly ? 


they got up a friendly game of “ poker,” by way || 


which he went, and he meant to stand up and vin- |) 


ilmot proviso being ‘ tom- |, 


: /and trouble by withholding their answers until | 
He had said at || 


thing being ‘ rotten in Denmark”? affected him at || 


Denmark. They would all be wiser hereafter. | 


had been held out for gentlemen to vote one way | 
Pledges would not be very strong |, 
inducements for him. The best guarantee that he | 
could have would be the good character and known | 


coming from a man that could not be trusted with- | 
There is said to || 


be one kind of fish that will bite best at a bare || 
hook. Do you know, sir, what fish that is? I | 


Dec. 12, 
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|| ‘The floor having been yielded accordingly— 
|| Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said that Gen Te 
|| lor, at the time he was a candidate for the offic, 
i of President of the United States, had repeated! 
| declared, that if he was elected to that station i 
I would be the President of the whole country er 
|| not the President of a party. He (Mr. B.} had 
| come on to Washington city, never for a momen; 
\| dreaming of being a candidate for the Speaker. 
ship of this House. His health Was  feebj, 
| There were older and abler men, of his own p. 
| litical party, gentlemen who were well versed jy 
| parliamentary law, more competent than himself 
|| to preside over the deliberations of this body 
_ He had no experience in such matters. He haj 
|| never made them his study. He had attended th, 
|| Democratic caucus, and had aided ip the noming. 
| tion of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Cop, 
|| for whom the Democratic party in this House hai 
voted several long days. When the suggestioy 
_had been made to him, (Mr. B.,) that he, ocey. 
| pying middle ground, and coming from a fie. 
| State, would, in all probability, be able to concep. 
trate as great a number of votes as any other ip. 
| dividual on the Democratic side of the Hovse, 
'he had received the suggestion with perfect ag. 
| tonishment. He had nv wishes—he had no de. 
| sires looking to such an object; nor had he now the 
| vanity to suppose that if the political party to which 
| he belonged had a marked, a decided majority 
_ this House, he should have been selected as their 
‘candidate for the Speakership. It was further 
| suggested to him, that during the recent excite. 
|; ment which had existed upon the question of 
\' slavery, he had not been a member of Congress, 
| He had not voted upon any of the questions groy. 
|| ing out of that subject. He had been a member of 
the preceding (the twenty-ninth) Congress, when 
the Texas question had been under consideration, 
| Upon that question he had spoken and voted in 
this Hali. His votes stood upon the record. His 
friends from the South and from the North under. 
stood the position he had occupied on that ques 
| tion. Since then, he had repeatedly declared (not 
being in a position to give any vote) that, whilst 
he did not entertain a doubt that the great body of 
the people of the North—both Whigs and Demo- 
crats—were opposed to the extension of slavery, 
| yet that he deemed the introduction of that propo- 
sition as unnecessary and as unfortunate. At that 
_ time the country was engaged in the prosecution 
| of a foreign war, aod the introduction of the sub- 
ject into the political contests of the day produced 
a state of excitement and ill-feeling between the 
North and the South, which he thought it was the 
| duty of every patriotic mind to deprecate. When 
the time arrived for the organization of this House, 
| it was found that their friends—for he would not 
give them the appellation applied to them by the 
' gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Sraniy}— 
| those who would not join the organization of either 
of the two great political parties at the last presi- 
| dential election, held the balance of power here, 
and that without their votes it would be imposs- 
| ble to elect a presiding officer. 
In this state of the case, he first received a letter 





of killing time. After playing for a while, the 
Mississippian, ina tone of vexation, exclaimed: 
**[ should really like to know what has become 


of all the aces. I haven’t seen one for half an 


| 
i! 


} 
i 


| from the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hvs- 
| BARD.] 


That gentleman propounded certain ques- 
tions. He (Mr. B.) did not answer that letter, 
but took to him the record which showed his votes, 


| 
| anxious they may sometimes appear to acquire in- 
| formation, they are always willing to impart it. 


hour.”? To which the Yankee replied: 
Wal, one on ’em’s in your cut 
sleeve, and ’tother three are in my bule.”’? [I don’t 
know that any gentleman here has anything in his 
coat sleeve, but I do know several gentlemen who 
wear boots with very long legs to them. If gen- 
tlemen should remember this anecdote a week, 
they may then be able to understand its true appli- 
cation. One thing it does prove, that the Yankees, 
instead of being the sly, reserved people that some 
evil-disposed people have represented them to be, 
are the frankest fellows on earth; and however 


Mr. BURT rose and addressed the Clerk, and || 
| of it, he found that the obj 
|| against voting for him as reat 
|| jection which had impressed itself on their minds 


was recognized by him. 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, rose at the same mo- 
ment, and also addressed the Clerk. 
| Mr. BURT said, he supposed that the gentle- 
| man from Indiana (Mr. Brown] desired to speak 
to the same point to which he (Mr. B.) had him- 
self risen. If so, he would most cheerfully yield 
the floor to the gentleman, and would be extremely 
glad to hear him. 


se Now | 


and speech he had delivered, giving his views in 
| relation to the slavery question, on the annexation 
| of Texas. He was not then, and did not desire to 
|| be considered, in the attitude of a candidate for the 

office of Speaker. After he had received fifty: 
| three votes for that office, he had been given 
| understand that these gentlemen—with one of 
|| whom, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr 


Ht 


Wiimor,] he had been long acquainted, and the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Kine,] with 
|| whom he had served in a former Congress, a 
who, he believed, had generally voted with him, 
'| for they were on the Democratic side of the Houst 
|| —desired a conference with him. 
That conference took place; and, in the cours 
ion which they had 
peaker—the great ob- 


was, that he was selected as the favorite of ! 
South—that the gentleman from North Carolina, 
in his eye, [Mr. Vewasue,] had said that he ws 
| pledged not to vote for any Wilmot proviso m# 
|| for er, and that he would turn round «! 
‘| vote for him, Now, these gentlemen had asked hia 


1 
1 
i 


i 
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(Mr. B.) no questions as to what his course would 
be; but they expressed the fear @hich they enter- 
ined, that, should he be elected Speaker, he 
ould organize the Committees on the District of 
Columbia, on the Judiciary, and on the Terri- 
tories, in such @ manner as that they should be 
made up of southern men; that the views and 
opinions of the party which these gentlemen rep- 
resented —_ be stifled in committee; and that 
there would be no opportunity of presenting their 
views in committee, and no opportunity of bring- 
ing them before the House. 

In reply to the expression of these fears, he had 
stated to these gentlemen that he had not made any 
pledges to any individual as to the committee upon 
which he should be placed. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvaniayand the gentleman from New York, 
had frankly and openly expressed their desire to 
him not to be placed on either of these committees. 
All they had asked—all they had expressed a de- 
sire to have—was, that the committees which he 
had designated should be so constituted as that 
every section of the Union might be fairly repre- 
sented—the Wilmot proviso men, and the anti- 
Wilmot proviso men. He had stated to these 
centlemen that he would so constitute these com- 
mittees as that all sections of the Union should be 
represented. This much he had stated, and by that 
position he would abide now. They had asked a 
fair representation of all interests and all opinions 
—nothing more. If he had desired to put into the 
hands of these gentlemen that with which they 
might go forth and break the heads of those who 
differed from them—if he had desired to furnish 
opportunity and cause of complaint against the 
South, his policy would be, to constitute these 
committees of southern men, and to take these 
eight (Free-Soil) gentlemen and put them away 
on the corners of some unimportant committees. 

On the subject of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, he would ask permission to state to 
the House the ground which he had taken before 
his constituents, when he was a candidate for a 
seatin this Howge. 

Mr. BURT interposed, and said that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Brown] would allow 
him to suggest, that he had yielded the floor to 
him in order to give him an opportunity of pro- 


ducing the correspondence which had been re- | 


ferred to. He (Mr. B.) wished to see that cor- 
respondence. [Cries from all quarters—‘ Give 
us the correspondence’’—* let him explain”— 
“the letters,’? &c.] 

Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) He would, he 
said, introduce the letter in a few moments; but, 
before doing so, he desired to make a very brief 
explanation of the position he had occupied before 
his constituents. [Cries of “Go on”—“ the let- 
i. ook 

Mr. BROWN resumed. His competitor for a 
seatin this House was a Whig, and a strong ad- 
vocate of the Wilmot proviso. He represented 
a district where there was a large number—some 
persons said as high as three or four hundred— 
of Free-Soil votes, out ard out. He did not get 
these votes, because he would not go so far as his 
competitor had gone. That gentleman had taken 
the ground that General Taylor, by his letter, was 
in favor of the Wilmot proviso, and that if he did 
hot sign a bill incorporating that proviso, it would 

use the doughfaces would prevent its 
going to him. All I said was, that although I be- 


| lieved it to be unneceysary, and although I had 


heretofore always been opposed to it, and did not 
expect to vote for it—yet, that I saw no objection 
'o poking the Wilmot proviso to Old Zack, and 
seeing what he would do with it. He (Mr. B.) 
was very anxious to see the question settled; 
although, as he had stated, he himself would al- 
Ways oppose the proviso. 
_ the question came up on the subject of slav 
in the District of Columbia. He had said that he 
was a Democrat—that he did not wish to inter- 
‘ere with the question—but that, if the people of 
the District of Columbia thought proper to give 
their suffrages in favor of the abolition of slavery 
within its limits, he would have no objection to 
give them an opportunity to vote upon the ques- 
tion, as had been done in Kentucky and some 
“wane of the Union. ere 

it permission of the House, he would 
“tee the letter. , 


ring these remarks, and during almost the 


entire day, great confusion and excitement pre- 
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vailed through the House, rendering an accurate utterance should be given to public sentiment. 
statement of the ae and debates exceed- This was, in substance, the only interrogatory he 
ingly difficult. Members did not keep their seats, had put. He (Mr. W.) and his friends desired 
but gathered in large bodies round ‘the member | to be satisfied that the constitution of the commit- 
who held the floor, enhancing greatly the ordinary | tees should be such as not to stifle the sentiments, 
difficulties of the reporter’s duties. } _ | as they believed, of two thirds of the freemen of 
Mr. BROWN was about to commence reading thie on 
a letter which he held in his hand. | Mr. STEVENS,’ of Pennsylvania, desired to 
Some members on both sides of the House, | put a question to hia colleague. 
who had retained their seats, called uponthemem- _ Mr. WILMOT yielded the floor for the purpose. 
bers in the aisles to take their seats. || Mr. STEVENS proceeded. The question which 
The Crerx seconded this request, but with no he desired to put to his colleague was this—whether, 
great success. from the verbal intercourse which had taken place 
Mr. BROWN commenced reading his letter of _ between him and the gentleman from Indiana, 
reply to a letter which had been addressed to him | [Mr. Brown,] he [Mr. Witmor]) had any reason 
by Mr. Witmor. | to believe that the committees would be composed 
Demands were made in different sections of the | of a aaeney of members who were in favor of 
House, that the Clerk, and not the member, should _ free soil 
read the letter. | Mr. WILMOT. From the verbal conversations 
Mr. BROWN expressed confidence that he , which | held with the gentleman from Indiana, I 
could make himself heard all over the House. _ had reason to believe that a majority of these com- 
A call was also made for the reading of the let- || mittees would be composed of fair northern men. 
ter to which this letter wasareply; but Mr. Brown || [Great laughter over the Hall, and applause in 
stated that he had not a copy of thai letter with | some parte. 
him. ~ || Mr. WILMOT, (continuing.) Fair northern 
Mr. B. said, that before he read the letter, it | men—I say nothing more—and this is the result of 
might be requisite for him to say, that he had said inferences drawn by myself from the conversa- 
to these gentlemen, as he had said to southern | tions, and not from any express declaration on the 
gentlemen, that if a proposition were made, by | part of the gentleman from Indiana. 
way of amendment to a territorial bill, to extend Several Voices. Where are the three aces ?] 
slavery, he, asa Representative from a free dis- r. STANLY ae a “te Witmor) asked 
trict, could not vote for it. And southern men | if it was not possible for the House to have acopy 
had replied that they did not expect or ask any || of the letter of the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 


such thing. Mr. WILMOT. I have not got a copy of the 
Mr. B. was again proceeding to read the let- || letter. : 
ter-—— | Mr. INGE desired to put a question to the gen- 


Some time was lost in the effort to restore order 
and induce members to take their seats. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, urged upon the ; 
House the propriety of giving the gentleman its | Mr.INGE. I desire to know what the gentle- 
silence and attention. || man means by the*expression, ‘fair northern 

Mr. BROWN now turned to Mr. Witmot and | men?” 
invited that gentleman to state the substance of the || Mr. WILMOT. Men who should not be put 
letter he had sent to him, (Mr. B.) upon the committees from political considerations 

Mr. BAKER suggested that it would be impos- | or attachments to party, and especially to this Ad- 
sible on account of the ill-health of the gentleman ministration; men who would not give their aid to 
from Indiana, [Mr. Brown,] that the Housezhould | stifle the es of the sentiments of the people 
distinctly hear him. _of the North; that is what | mean. 

Mr. BROWN expressed his confidence thathe | Mr. INGE. Then I do not understand that 


| tleman from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. WILMOT expressed his readiness to an- 


swer. 


| could so read the letter as that it should be heard | you mean men committed to the Wilmot proviso ? 
| in every part of the House, if members would | Mr. WILMOT. No, no further committed 


Clerk. 
| 


| sociated with him, asked, or desired, was a fair || 


only take their seats. | than so far as their action and known opinions 
Mr. WILMOT now rose and addressed the || might be considered as committing them. 
| Mr. STANLY was understood (though scarcely 
Mr. BROWN yielded the floor for the moment. | heard amidst the confusion) to inquire of the 
Mr. WILMOT eaid that he had held aconver- | gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Wiimor] 
sation with the goeiomen from Indiana, [Mr. | what that public sentiment was to which he 
Brown,] of which, with the permission of gentle- || alluded ? 
men, he would state the substance. He(Mr.W.)|| Mr. WILMOT. It is that slavery shall go no 


| expressed to that gentleman the conviction, which || further. 
| he honestly entertained, that the 


In reply to another question from Mr. Strawty— 


ublic voice, in | é} 
Mr. WILMOT said, that I believe to be the 


respect to the great question which now agitated || 


| this country, would be stifled in the committees of |! sentiment of two thirds of the northern people, as 


this House. All that he, and those who wereas-_ I have stated. . 
Mr. W. was understood also to express his be- 
opportunity to give expression to the great public | lief, that the people of the North were opposed to 
sentiment of the people of the country. They | the slave traffic in the District of Columbia, pre- 


| wanted, and they asked, nothing more. Allthat cisely as the people of some of the southern 


he and hie friends had desired at the hands of the | States were opposed to it within their limits, and 
entleman from Indians [Mr. Brown] was, that had made laws prohibiting it. 

if he should be elected er of this House, Mr. STEVENS. Has the gentleman no copy 
| he would so constitute the committees as that of the letter? 

they and the constituents whom they represented | Mr. WILMOT said he had no copy. 

| might be heard in this Hall. No stipulation had || Mr. STEVENS desired to know whether the 
| been entered into, or sought to be entered into, as | correspondence did not show just the same state of 
to the particular men who should be placed on | things as was known to have existed between cer- 
| these committees. They desired that the gentle- | tain gentlemen and Mr. Wivturor, previous to the 





man, if elected, should place upon these commit- | election of the last-named gentleman as Speaker of 
tees the best and the ablest men whom the South | the Thirtieth Congress? And he wished to know, 
| had sent to represent its interests here, in order | also, whether there was any secret article? — 

| Mr. WILMOT. There was no secret article. 


| that the views of the South might have a full and | t 
| fair re th the committees and the | Mr. STEVENS again desired to know whether 


| halls of Congress. They desired, also, that north- | anything had taken place more than that which - 
| ern men, nding ine opinions of the North, and took place two years ago with Mr. Winrarop, 
| representing the views of the northern people, when certain gentlemen of this House would not 
| should also be heard through the committees and || vote for him as Speaker? _ 

| the halls of Congress, and their views should || Mr. WILMOT again briefly explained the con- 


| not be smothered. This was the purport of the | versation, and remarked that minorities, however 


conversation. || small, were, in accordance with all usage, entitled 
He addressed a note to the gentleman from In- || to be represented. Such was the usage of the 

diana, asking him, su ially, whether, if he British House of Commons. . 

was elected er of the House, he would so| Hewepeated, that he had not a copy of his let- 


organize the committees; as to be satisfa to || ter. He could only state the substance of it briefly 
himself and friends? He (Mr. W.) desired fair | as he had done. The answer of the gentleman 
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| 
from Indiana, (Mr. Broww,) if the House would | [Some clapping of hands, and other marks of 
listen to the reading of it, would disclose, substan- || mmees 
tivily, the purport of his (Mr. W.’s) inquiry. | Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) Theremay be some 
Mr. BROWN resumed the floor. clapping yet on the other side of the House. There 
The Crerx made an effort to restore order i 


: : 
| Having said thus much in response to my frieng 
from South CaroMha, (Mr. Burt,} | feel it dye 
to say a word or two in reference to myself, §), 
had I known of the existence and character of th. 


} 
n| 
the Hall. | 

Mr. BROWN. I will read the letter, and then 
make a brief explanation. 

Mr. B. read the letter, which is in the following 
words: 


| 
| 
| 


will be some clapping yet on the other side of the 
Houre before we have done. They are not exactly || the interviews preceding it, no earthly considers. 
out of the woods yet. 1 would scorn to occupy that || tion would have induced me to vote aw | did, 
chair under circumstances in which my action is |} And | am quite sure that such would have been 
liable to misrepresentation. I have always opposed || the feeling of the great mass of the members on 
the agitation of this question. I look upon slavery || this side of the House, 


correspondence which has just been read, and of 


} 
j 


Wasnincron City, 10 December, 1849. as one of the compromises of the Constitution; 

Dear Sin: In answer to yours of this date, I || and while there is one drop of blood in my veins 
will state that, should I be elected Speaker of the || I will stand by that institution, and sustain it, as 
House of Representatives, | will constitute the || guarantied to the South by the Constitution of the 
Committees on the District of Columbia, on Ter- || United States. And I am gratified that I have it 
ritories, and on the Judiciary, in such manner as || in my power to say, that I represent, in part, a 
shall be satisfactory to yourself and your friends. 


] When the gentleman from North Caroling 
| (Mr. Srancy] and the gentleman from Massachy. 
| setts [Mr. Asumun] made their remarks, | was 
'| highly indignant, as the House saw at the time. | 
|| thought their insinuations most unfounded and 
| illiberal. But I rejoice now that they were made, 


I am a Representative from a free State, and have 
always been opposed to the extension of slavery, | 


and believe that the Federal Government should |! 


be relieved from the responsibility of slavery, | 


where they have the constitutional power to || 


abolish it. 1 am yours truly, 
W.J. BROWN. 

Hon. Davtp Witmor.* 

The letter having been read— 

Mr. BROWN proceeded to say: Now, I desire 
to say, that in the conversation which I had with 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

Mr. FOWLER interposed to request that the 
letter might be again read,as he had not been able 
to hear it. 

Mr. BROWN said he had read the letter once. | 
He desired to proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. STANLY inquired what was the date of | 
the letter? 

The reading of the letter by the Clerk was now 
called for, and it was read by him from the desk. 


} 
| 
| 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, asked him to | 
yield the floor for a moment. ~ ’ 

Mr. BROWN declined. 

(Some time was spent in efforts to restore | 
order.) 

Mr. BROWN then said that he would detain 
the House but a very few minutes longer. It was 
proper to gay that he thought that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Witmot) had been ex- 
tremely fair and liberal in his course of conduct. 
it was also due to himself (Mr. B.) to say, that, 
for one, he could not consent that the committees 
of this House should be so constituted as to favor 
one section of country at the expense or to the | 
detriment of another, or so that the voice of any 
portion of the people, on any great question, 
should be stifled, Let that question, in all its | 
aspects, be brought to the light, and let the whole 
of the people’s representatives act and decide upon | 
it. Ele had stated, in the conversation, that there 
was @ grave constitutional question pending. Mr. | 


Van Buren had expressed his belief that Congress | 


had the power to abolish slavery in the District 
of Columbia; but he had also said that, if a bill | 
having that object in view should be passed, he | 
should feel himself compelled to veto it. He | 
(Mr. B.) desired to see placed upon these com- | 
mittees the ablest lawyers of the South, so that 
the subject might be fully and fairly investigated. 
Iie was no sectional man; and, as God was hia 
judge, if he had been chosen Speaker of this | 
House, he would have constituted the commit- | 
tees in such a manner as to give satisfaction both | 
to the North and the South. He would have | 
upon these committees the ablest men, both from 
the North and the South. 


Mr. B. here paused, and expressed the hope || 


that the House would come to order. 

After a brief space he proceeded: 

He would now take occasion to tender to his 
friends in this House his earnest and sincere 
thanks for the manner in which he had been sus- | 
tained, and for the very flattering vote which he 
had received. He desired, further, to say, that 
he wished to withdraw his name. 

-—— * DecemBer 10, 1849. 


Dean Sir: In the conversation which I had with you 
this evening, you were free to say, that if elected Speaker | 


of the House of Representatives, you would constitute the | 





Committees on Territories, the Judiciary, and the District of 

Cotumbia, in a manner that should be satisfactory to myself | 

and the friends with whom F have had the honor to act. I 

have communicated this to my friends; and if, in reply ta | 

this note, yeu can give them the same assurance, 

give yon a cheerful and cordial support. 
Respectfully yours, 


D. WILMOT. 
Ton. Wa. J. Brown, 


State which will do the same thing. With these || and I thank them for them. ‘They have led tog 
remarks i shall yield the floor, remarking only that disclosure to which the country was entitled; and 
I hope my friends will look round and unite upon || it has been made in time, thank God, to save us 
some other gentleman who may meet their desires, || from a load of obloquy. 
and upon whom they can concentrate their votes. || Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, (Mr. Burr fur- 
Mr BURT, who had yielded the floor to the |, ther yielding,) said he was one of those who had 
gentleman from Indiana, now resumed it. \| reluctantly voted for the gentleman from In. 
He said that he was one of the Representatives || diana, (Mr. Brown,] upon three several votings, 


| from the southern States who had given his vote, || He had done so, being deceived by the assurances 


with some mistrust, and with great reluctance, to || of that gentleman, made to southern gentlemen 
the gentleman who had just taken his seat, [Mr. || upon this floor, as to the position which that gen. 


j 
i? 
if 


| 


they will || 
|| L repeated to many gentlemen besides m 
} 


Brown.}] After that gentleman had become some- 
what a candidate for the Speakership, much in- 
quiry and solicitude were manifested as to what 
the opinions of that gentleman were upon certain 
subjects. He (Mr. B.) had been spoken to in 
that connection, and had communicated with some 
of his southern friends. He had said to some of 
them, that inasmuch as the gentleman had been 


; 


|, made the prominent candidate by receiving a very 
'| large vote on that side of the House, he, (Mr. 


|| B.,) as an honorable man, could ask no pledges || 
Mr. BROWN proceeded to speak. 


| from him, and would not; and that the gen- 


| tleman from Indiana, if he was an honorable || 


{ 


man, would not give any pledges; therefore, he 
(Mr. B.) could get no information in that way. 
| But it was due to himself and to his southern 


|, friends to say that they had understood the gentle- 


man as standing where the resolution relating to 
Texas had placed him, not that he was a southern 
man, but, most distinctly that he was not a Wil- 


|| tleman occupied. He felt it due to himself and 
| to the constituency which he had the honor to 
|| represent upon this floor, to ask of this Honse 
|| (what he had no hope they would grant) for leave 
| to change his vote from Mr. Brown, and place it 
| upon the record for some gentleman who wore but 
!| one face—for some gentleman who is true, either 
‘| to the South or the North; for some gentleman, 
|| sir, who is not pense back with one hand toa 
_ record that is favorable to southern views, with 
|| an assurance that that record contains and reflects 
his present views, while at the same moment he 
is signing a pledge to violate every principle of 
'| that record with the other. He therefore asked 
leave of the House to change his votes, for they 
| had been cast under a misapprehension of the facts 
| in relation to Mr. Brown’s true pogition, and even 
|| then reluctantly. 
|| Mr. BURT resumed the floor, remarking that 
‘| he had but a word more to say. They had all been 


mot proviso man—that he occupied the position of || assured that the gentleman from Indiana, who had 


certain gentlemen on both sides of the House upon | 


that question—and, therefore, that he was a fair 
man, not committed to the South, and not com- 
mitted to the North. These considerations had 
induced him (Mr. B.) and many of his southern 
friends to voW for the gentleman from Indiana. 


And he begged his honorable friend from Virginia | 


—from the Accomac district—who had more mi- 


| nate information on the subject than he (Mr. B.) 
| possessed, to rise up now and state what commu- 


nications had been made to him. He referred to 
| Mr. Bayty. 

(Cries on both sides of the House, ** Hear Bay- 
| ty—hear him.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY. I take pleasure in responding to 
the inquiries of my friend from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Burr] It was known that I had served in 
| the Twenty-eighth Congress with the member from 
| Indiana, [Mr. Brown,] and when he began to be 
| spoken of as Speaker, frequent inquiries were 

made of me as to his opinions and votes on the 
slavery question. Among others, such inquiries 
were made of me by my friend from Georgia, [Mr. 
Wettsorn.} I told him that no one could have 
taken a more unexceptionable course. When a 
gentleman from Massachusetts [the late Speaker 
of this House, Mr. Wiwruropr] had, in 1845, 
| moved an amendment to the Oregon bill containing 


; 


j 


|| the principles of the Wilmot proviso, the member 


from Indiana [Mr. Brown] voted against it; and 


|| that, upon all other occasions, as far as I knew, he 


_had voted with the southern Democracy upon all 
questions touching the subject of slavery. IT as- 
_ sured him that no one could present a fairer record. 


| In addition to this, I also informed him that I knew 


| the member while he was in office, and | thought I 
_ knew his sentiments well; and that I would pledge 
myself he was opposed to the agitation of the sub- 
ject of slavery and the Wilmot proviso in eve 
form and shape in which it could be presented. 
He (Mr. Wextsorn] suggested to me to havea 
conversation with the member. I did so. I told 
him of the pledge [ had made for him. He assured 
me I was perfectly safe in doing so. This remark 
y friend 
from Georgia, [Mr. We iporn.} 


been made so conspicuous on this occasion, was 
| committed against the Wilmot proviso. They 
| had had full assurances of this character from that 
gentleman and his friends. He ventured to say, if 
| they had known of this correspondence, and the 
|| gentleman’s answer to the gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania, there was not a southern man in this 
'| House but would have regarded it an insult to be 
asked to vote for him. 
Mr. LEVIN next addressed the Clerk, and was 
recognized, hut yielded to 
Mr. VENABLE, to whom the floor was given. 
parent confusion prevailed} 
r. INGE said he moved to proceed to another 
voting. 
Mr. VENABLE, however, held the right to the 
floor, and yielded momentarily to 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, who wished to say 
one word, that he might not be misunderstood. 
'| He said he stood by what he had said to his south- 
ern friends to the letter. In reference to the ex- 
tension of slavery—which he believed none of 
| them asked to be effected by the direct order of 
| 
dential canvass, I was irresistibly Jed to the con- 
clusion that he was utterly opposed to Free-Soil- 


| 


| 
| 


1} 


| 


amendment to a territorial bill, were made in this 
Hall to extend slavery, he should vote against it. 

Mr. VENABLE said: I feel it due to myself that 
I shall be relieved from occupying, apparently, @ 
false position. A day or two ago, I declared that 
in no event could I vote for a Free-Soiler or an 
Abolitionist. I afterwards voted repeatedly for 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. noms} and 
the developments of this morning have disclosed 
the fact that that gentleman was in correspondence 
with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Wu- 
moT,] the putative father of the Wilmot proviso, 
as to the arrangement of the committees. The re- 
marks of the gentleman [Mr. Brown] himself, in his 
vindication, disclose his opposition to the extension 
of slavery, and his willingness to.give to the peo 
ple of this District a vote on the subject of slavery. 
I was ignorant of all these facts; but from a letter 
received from that gentleman during the late presi- 





Congress—if a distinct proposition, by way of ao 
‘ism in all its aspects. I called on him in the course 
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of the last few days, and before I voted for him, 
and asked him whether he had changed his opin- 
ions on those subjects. He replied in the nega- 
tive. Had I known the transaction or opinions 
disclosed this morning, I could not have voted for 
yim; and as soon as the correspondence between 
him and Mr. Witmer waa acknowledged, I de- 
manded that it should be read. It has been read, 
and the House and my constituents will see that 
if { had voted otherwise than I had pledged my- 
self to vote, [ have been acting under a misappre- 
pension of facts after due diligence to acquaint 
myself*with them. To be deceived presupposes 
no dereliction of duty, if proper measures have 
been adopted to get possession of the truth. 

Mr. ROBINSON next addressed the House, 
saying that he regretted exceedingly that he felt it 
his duty to take the floor on this occasion, but 
there appeared to be something like a ground-swell 
here against his colleague, [Mr. Brown,] or, at 
jeast, a Very unnecessary and gratuitous state of 
excitement against him, which he thought gentle- 
men who were now foremost in it would regret 
when they reflected a little. The cause of the ex- 
ciiement—this correspondence—surprised him as 
much as it did any one else, for he had never 
heard of it before; but still he saw nothing in it, 
properly explained, to justify this fierce hunting 
him down—nothing in it dishonorable or incon- 
sistent with the position he occupied. There is 
nothing in it justifying the conclusions gentlemen 
have drawn from it. It discloses no pledge—it 
does not intimate that my colleague has indicated 
political sentiments to the Free-Soilers, which his 
friends from the South did not know, or have 
reason to suppose he held. 

Gentlemen say they voted for him expecting he 
was opposed to the Wilmot proviso. Well, is 
there anything in this brief correspondence show- 
ing that he is not? Nota word of it. He says, 
it is true, that he is opposed to the extension of 
slavery; and who, ina free State, is not? There 
are non-interference men there, to be sure—men 
who desire to keep this question out of Congress, 
and | have always understood my colleague to be 
one of them. His district and mine join each 
other; and, throughout his canvass, I understood 
he took the non-interference ground—was against 
the Wilmot proviso, but still was against the ex- 
tension of slavery also. 

Gentlemen in the South, even distinguished Sen- 
ators and others, have expressed themselves against 
the further extension of slavery; yet they are op- 
posed to any action of Congress, as I understand 
my colleague is, to prevent it. So much, then, for 
the allegation as to his provisoism. 

A sentence is torn from his letter to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Witmor,] which, 
isolated and unconnected with anything else, gives 
color to the idea that he has given a strong pledge 
to the Free-Soilers; but taken and explained in 








connection with the previous verbal communica- 
tions which passed between them on the same 
subject, and to which it directly referred, and what 
iait? Whatdoes it amountto? My colleague 
says in hia letter, ‘* the committees shall be organ- 
ized in such @ manner as to be satisfactory to you 
and your friends.”? Well, now, let us refer to the 
conversations which had previously passed between 
these gentlemen to see what would be satisfactory. 
He{Mr. Witmor] says: ‘I don’task to be placed 
inany particular position, on any particular com- 
mittee; nor do my friends. All we ask is, that in 
making up a committees touching this slaver 
uestion, all sections shall be fairly represented. 
e want the voice of no section or party stifled 
or smothered by packing the committees.’? Mr. 
Brown answers, ‘‘ Certainly, all have a right to 
be heard.” Now, suppose a committee was con- 
stituted—a majority, for instance, of non-interfer- 
ence men, if you please—and then a minority of 
proviso men, mixed up with an extreme southern- 
address man or two, and a one-idea Free-Soiler 
from the North; would not such a committee be 
one which would represent all parties? Or you 
might change its order and arrangement, bat still 
combine the same elements. Now, this is all that 
my colleague is pledged to in this letter, if pledge 
itbe. And ia there a gentleman here who will say 
that such a general, and, as it seems to me, uni- 
Versally acceptable sentiment, is an improper one ? 
But it seems: that this thing of writing letters 
when a candidave, is anomalous, novel—nay, dis- 
honorable. 1 stood a gentleman from South 
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Carolina [Mr. Burr] to say that no honorable | 
man would ask pledges of a candidate, nor give 


| feel, sir, t 


23 


point of pro them all they demanded. [ 
at the en of this transaction, how- 





them. Now, the gentleman must differ in his no- || ever unjustly, will in some measure fall — my- 


tions of honorable conduct from many of his south- 
ern friends, for I have understood that several let- 
ters have been written by southern gentlemen to_ 
northern men, whose names were used in connec- | 
tion with the Speakership, propounding certain | 
interrogatories in reference to the slave question, | 
and distinctly making a satisfactory answer to 
them a sine qua non to their votes. This has been | 
done repeatedly since we attempted to organize | 
this House. 

This is quite a new idea to me, that it is im- 
proper fora man when acoandidate to answer ques- 
tions. It may be imrolitic, but certainly not dis- | 
honorable; and though this is the first | ever heard | 
of this letter, and though I think my colleague acted | 


imprudently in writing it, still there is, I must in- || 


sist and repeat, nothing in it, taken in connection 


j and to which both he and the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Witmor] testify to, that justi- 
fies the imputation of duplicity, deceit, or dishonor. | 


Mr. BURT explained that what he had said | 


was, that when a gentleman was placed promi- 


| nently before the House as a candidate for Speaker, 


with the previous conversation to which it alluded, - 


self, in common with the whole South. desire 


|| to throw off this odium; and I deem it a complete 


justification to say, that [ could never have sap- 
ported that gentleman if I had entertained the least 
| Suspicion of such a transaction as that which hae 
, been disclosed. I gave to the gentleman a “ gen- 
_ erous confidence;”’ | leave it to the country to say 
| whether that confidence has not been abused. 
I have but one word more to say. It is, that I 
feel myself, in common with every southern gen- 
| tleman in the same position, deeply indebted to 
those few gentlemen on this side of the House, 
who had the courage, and the foresight, so far to 
break party ties, as to arrest the election of the 
gentleman from Indiana. [ take this occasion 
publicly to express my thanks to those gentlemen, 
| for having thus prevented the abomtaabis consum- 
mation which was so near being effected. 
Mr. McMULLEN said he regretted exceed- 


| ingly to throw himself before this House, it being 


the first time in his life in which he had attempted 
to say a word ina deliberativeassembly. But hav- 
ing been called upon by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Evans,] he felt it due not only to that 


| as an honorable man he would ask no pledges || gentleman, but to himself and his constituents, that 
from him, and he, as an honorable man, could || he should respond to the interrogatory of the gen- 

give none. He adhered to that position. Cer-| tleman. Anxious as he was to see the House of 

tainly the gentleman from Indiana did not mean || Representatives organized, he had had his fears as 

to intimate that he (Mr. B.) had ever addressed a || to the gentleman from Indiana, on this great ques- 

letter of this description to anybody. || tion. But these fears had been allayed by con- 

Mr. ROBINSON was understood to disclaim |, versations which he had held with various gentle- 
| any such intention. ; : | men from the South. They could judge, then, 
Mr. STANTON obtained the floor, and yielded || what was his astonishment upon hearing the rumor 

for explanation to : || last night at the National Hotel, that the gentle- 
Mr. WOODWARD, who said he was one of | man from Indiana had given some pledges to these 


candidate aa to his political creed; but he sustained | McM.) had then remarked to a gentk man, that 
| the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Brown} in the || if he could satisfy himself of that fact, he was 
| position which had been taken by him, that he | one man from the South who would not vote for 





those who thought they might put a question to a || Se Rat canT Free-Soil gentlemen. He (Mr. * 


; 


be his course in appointing the committees. He || 
(Mr. H.) had told him he wanted to hear nothing 


| would give no pledges as to the mariner in which 
he would constitute the committees, in case he 
should be elected. That, he apprehended, was 


should conceal his polititical principles, but that 
he should give no pledge as to the manner in which 
| he would constitute the committees. He sus- 
| tained the a from Indiana in that posi- 
| tion. He thought it was an honorable one. 
Mr. HUBBARD (Mr. Sranrow further yield- 
| 


ing the floor) said that it was he who had ad- | 
dressed the letter to the gentleman from Indiana | 


| which had been referred to. He had only re- 
quired non-interference—nothing more. And he 
preferred a man from the North, that they (the 
South) might show that they were willing to offer 


had made that declaration to his constituents at 
home, and after his arrival here he had addressed 


he would call upon him. The gentleman came, 
and showed him the record of his past course. 
With that he (Mr. H.) was satisfied. The gen- 
tleman said something in reference to what would 


about that; that he did not believe any man de- 
served a place on the floor who would require to 
know how the committees should be constituted 
before he gave his vote. He did expect, however, 
when the gentleman from Indiana became a candi- 
date, and consented to address others, he would 
have furnished him (Mr. H.) with a copy of what 
he had written to Mr. Wirmor. He (Mr. H.) 
had addressed the letter to the gentleman, and only 
asked non-interference. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said: No man 
can regret more than I do, the necessity for this 
discussion. But I donot regret, since the facts 
existed, that they have been brought to light. I 
feel it incumbent upon me, sir, to say one word in 
explanation. 1 am unfortunately among those 
who voted for the gentleman from Indiana—even 
“ to the bitter end.’’ Like all those gentlemen from 
the South who gave him the same support, I had 
assurances, thet in his canvass before the people 
he had boldly taken ground against that measure, 
which has produced all our difficulties, and exposed 
the Union itself to such imminent danger. I did 
not, for one moment, deem it ible that he 
could seek an alliance with the authors of this mis- 


chief—much less, that he could descend to ‘the 


| what his colleague [Mr. Burt] meant; not that he | 
} 
} 
| 
| 


something on the altar of our common Union. He | 


the gentleman from Indiana a letter requesting that | 


the gentleman from Indiana. He had then been 
introduced to the gentleman. He did not sat- 
| iafy him that the charge was unfounded, but 
said that he would bring proofs to him (Mr. McM.) 
|| this morning. These proofs had not been pro- 
|| duced, and his (Mr, McM._’s) mind not being sat- 
|| isfied, he claimed his privilege as an humble mem- 
| ber, being called upon to cast his vote, to intterro- 
'| gate the gentleman from Indiana. He had stated 
| to him that he was charged by Madame Rumor 

with having given a pledge to the Free-Soil gen- 
|| tlemen, that, in the event of his being elected 
'| Speaker, they should be taken care of. The gen- 
|| tleman stated that those gentlemen had called upon 
|| him, and that he had said to them that he could 
| give no pledge in advance of his election, except 
that, in the organization of the Committee on the 
|, District of Columbia and other committees, he 
|| would endeavor to place each gentleman where he 

ought to stand; or, in other words, that he would 
|| place gentlemen upon the respective committees 
'| according to their respective talents and standing. 
|| He was pleased to hear that declaration from the 
| gentleman. He had then asked him if he had 
given any written pledge to these gentlemen, and 
‘had received the reply that he had not. After- 
wards, in conversation with his colleague, [Mr. 
| Bayty,] he (Mr. McM.) had told him that he 
| need have no fears upon this subject; that he had 
| had a conversation with the gentleman from In- 
|| diana. 

He repeated his regret that he had been called 

out in this unexpected way; but he had considered 
| thie statement due to his colleague, to this House, 
(; and, more especially, to his constituents. He 
‘| therefore begged pardon for having trespassed 
‘| upon the time of the House. If he had a hope of 
his request being granted, he would most assured- 
ly adopt the course of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. eae ask leave of the Houve 
| to change his vote. But he knew, under the par- 
'| linmentary law, he had not that right. When the 
time came, however, for another vote, he would 
| show to the House and the country where he 
|| would stand. 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, desired ‘to say, in 
| reference to a remark of the gentlemen from Vir- 
| ginia, (Mr. McMuttew,] that he had never made 
|| any pledge as to what place he would assign gen- 
|| tlemen in constituting the committees, in case he 
'| were elected Speaker. 


' 
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|} Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and 
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said, that whilst he felt deeply mortified at the oc- 
currence which had taken chen yet he regarded 
it ss better that these developments should have || 
been made before the House had come to a final | 
result, rather than afterwards. He thought the | 
House was not sufficiently composed to make any | 
further efforts towards organization to-day ; that it 
was not prepared to go on further with the busi- 
nessa at this time; and he popes that, by general 
consent, an adjournment would be agreed to. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. T. submitted the motion that the House 
adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

we THOMPSON, of Kentucky, demanded | 
tellers, 
Mr. DUNHAM appealed to Mr. Tuomrson, of | 





Missiesippi, tc withdraw the motion to adjourn for 
a few moments, to enable him (Mr. D.) to saya | 
few words. 

After some hesitation, Mr. T. withdrew the 
motion, on the pledge of Mr. Dunna» to renew it. | 

Mr. DUNHAM then said: I had not expected, || 
Mr. Clerk, to mingle in this discussion, if discus- | 
sion it may be called, nor do I wish, in the least, | 
to add to this, in my opinion, uncalled-for excite- 
ment; but I cannot sit idly by and hear my col- 
league reproached with aprons conduct in this || 
matter, denounced as an Abolitionist and a Free- 
Soiler, and this transaction stigmatized as dishon- 
orable, without at least expressing a wish that gen- 
tlemen from the South will be a little more specific || 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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my colleague, as an honorable man, as a national 
man—which I know him to be in feeling—to reply, 
other than what he did, that this request was but 
just and reasonable? Now, sir, it was this con- 
versation which gave rise to this letter. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. If the letter of the gentle- 


| man from Indiana [Mr. Brown] had corresponded 
| with the alleged conversation, or if he had pledged 
|| himself to so constitute the committees that all the 


great interests of the country would be represented, 


|, no honorable man would have objected; but to 


pledge himself secretly ‘* to constitute the commit- 
tees so as to be satisfactory to Mr. Witmor and 
his friends,” a small squad of some eight or ten 
disorganizers, making no written reservation in 
favor of the rights or interests of any other party 
or section of the Union, is an insult to those who 
extended to him their confidence not to be patiently 
endured. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman from Penn- 
-sylvania addressed hima letter, simply interroga- 
ting him whether, in case of his election to the 
Speakership, he would carry out these principles. 
He on this point merely replies in this letter, 


|| that **should he be elected he will constitute the 
| committees on the District of Columbia, the 


Territories, and the Judiciary, in such a manner 


| as would be satisfactory to the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania and his friends.’? Now, sir, what 


does this assurance amount to? Can any one doubt 
for a moment that, when my colleague penned that 


in their charges and denunciations. I think it is || sentence, he had in his mind the conversation to 
high time we should know ene wherein this || which I have before alluded? Does any one doubt 
transaction is by them considered dishonorable;— || that at the time he believed that all that would 


what it takes, in their opinion, to make a Free- || be necessary to satisfy that gentleman and his 
Soiler—an Abolitionist. Is it dishonorable for a || friends, would be to so constitute the com- 
gentleman who is a candidate for a high office, || mittees of this House, that every portion of the 
when addressed a letter by another gentleman of || people of this Union might in them be fairly rep- 
equal respectability, who wishes to give him his || resented, and have an opportunity to be fairly 
vote, in reference to the manner in which the duties || heard? Then, sir, [ ask gentlemen, if in this note 
of that office are to be discharged, to give a respect- | my colleague has undertaken to do, should he be 
ful anewer? || elected, anything more than, as an honest and an 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Will the gentleman from || upright man, as a true republican, he would 
Indiana allow me to ask him a question ? || have been bound to do, had no assurances been 

Mr. DUNHAM. Certainly, sir. || given? I should like to know, sir, if there is a 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Does the gentleman from || man upon this floor who dare rise in his place, 
Indiana consider it honorable for agentleman who 
is a candidate for a high office, in which different || wishes this House so organized, these committees 
portions of the Union, embracing different inter- || so constituted, that a portion of the people shall 
esta, are interested, to make distinct pledges to the || have their opinions stifled in this House; that they 
representatives of one portion, and deny or con- || shall not be heard here, and that they shall not be 
ceai such pledges from those of another ? | permitted to give their opinions to their country- 

Mr. DUNHAM. It is a sufficient answer for || men upon this floor; in short, sir, that they shall 
me to say, that I have yet to learn that the devel- | be ostracized in the halls of their National Legisla- 
opment hitherto made, or which can be made, shows || ture? Sir, there is not a man here that dare do it. 


|| and in the face of the American people say he | 


such acase. What improper pledge is contained | 
in this letter? 1 will admit, if you separate it from | 
theconversation between the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania (Mr. ar and my colleague, which | 
preceded it, out of which it grew, and which | 
properly and rightfully forms its context—if you 


Then, sir, as to the Abolitionism which has 
been charged to my colleague—+— 

Mr. KAUFMAN. We do not charge him with 
Abolitionism or Free-Soilism, but with duplicity. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; 
but if the charge of Abolitionism has not been re- 
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Mr. UPHAM. I would inquire what is th. 
object which the honorable Senator has in view jp 
moving to withdraw these papers? 

Mr. MASON. I do itat the request of a mem. 
ber of the House of Representatives from 
Commonwealth of Virginia, who informs me tha 
they were presented many years ago, and that he 
desires to ascertain whether they set forth a proper 
case for commutation pay. 

Mr. UPHAM. I would inquire whether ther 
has been an adverse report in the case? 

Mr. MASON. Iam not informed of the con. 
dition of the case. A member of the House of 
Representatives, as I have said, from Virginia 
has desired me to move for the withdrawal of the 
papers, which, he says, were presented many 
years ago; and his object is that they shall be pre. 
sented again to the House, as a foundation fore 
claim for commutation pay. 

Mr. UPHAM. It has not been usual to with. 
draw eapws upon which an adverse report has 
been made; and I think it should not be done, be. 
cause there may be much difficulty arising from it, 
I have known papers to be withdrawn and sent to 
the other end of the Capitol after an adverse report 
made by a committee of which I was a member, 
and among them were pre of much importance, 
It is a thing that ought not to be done. If the 
object ofthe motion is to withdraw the papers from 
the files for the purpose of referring them to a more 
appropriate committee, it is perfectly proper; but 
I think there is an impropriety in withdrawing 
original papers upon which an adverse report has 
been made, unless for that purpose. 

Mr. MASON. Iam informed by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srurceon] that these 
papers have been already withdrawn. I will there- 
fore withdraw my motion for the present, but 
without at all conceding that the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. Upnan] is right in the opposition 
that he makes to the withdrawal of the papers. 

Mr. STURGEON. It is my impression that 
these papers were withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate some time during the last session. Jt may 
be, however, that my recollection in regard to it 
is not correct. 

Mr. MASON. 
present. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

After am interval of some time, and there being 
no business before the Senate— 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuourspay, December 13, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and said, 
that he would ask leave of the House to offer the 


resolution which he would send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 
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I withdraw the motion for the 


isolate it, you may torture from it a meaning it || peatedly made on this floor, I have very much mis- The resolution was read, as follows: 





was never intended to bear. But I ask gentlemen || heard. But if the gentlemen disclaim those charges, 
if this is fair? Is it right? Is it the way in which, || I do not wish to pursue the subject. I have no dis- 
in our courts of justice, in the ordinary transac- || position to speak for the sake of hearing myself. 
tions of life, written instruments or verbal conver- || I am but a young man, sir; this is my first appear- 
sations are construed? Here is where I think the || ance upon this floor. [ should not have spoken at 
gentlemen from the Sonth have gone astray, and || all, had I not felt it to be my imperative duty todo 
have done my colleague (unintentionally, | pre- || so. 1 was about simply to add, that if to be in 
one) gross injustice. || principle opposed to the institution of slavery, and 
When you take this letter in connection with || to its extension—if to claim for Congress the right 
that conversation, I defy the gentleman to point | to exercise its discretion in the control of that in- 
out any impropriety in the assurances there given. || stitution, where the Constitution clearly gives that 
That conversation, as shown by both gentlemen, | right, and at the same time to entertain a disposi- 
amounted to this: The gentleman from Pennsyl- | tion not unnecessarily to a the subject—a de- 
vania complained that the House had always || termination to stand firmly and sacredly by the 
hitherto been so organized and the committees || compromises of the Constitution,—makes a man 
thereof so d that the opinions and senti- || an Abolitionist, I can assure the gentlemen they 
ments entertained by himself and those acting || will find many Abolitionists in this Union. 
with him had been stifled, and never been permit- || In redemptron of his pledge, Mr. D. then moved 
ted to be fairly heard upon this floor, to go out | that the House adjourn. 
from here to the world; that all they asked was, || The yeas and nays were asked on the motion to 
not that committees should be so arranged as that || adjourn, and were refused. 
a majority even should be favorable to these views, || And the question having been then taken, and 
but ly that the committees should be fairly consti- | decided in the affirmative— 
tuted; that those entertaining such opinions should The House adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve 
be placed upon committees in proportion to their || 0’clock. 
numbers and according to their relative position in 
the House; that in their arrangement every portion | 
of the Union should be fairly and rightfully repre- | 
sented, and have a chance to be heard upon this | 





IN SENATE. ; 
Tuurspay, December 13, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read— 


floor. With this they would be satisfied. Mark the Mr. MASON asked leave to withdraw from the 
language, for this is the key to the true meaning | files of the Senate the papers of the heirs of Colo- 
of this letter. To all this, what could, what ought || nel David Morgan. “ae 





Resolved, That Howett Coss, of Georgia, is hereby 
chosen Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
Thirty-first Congress, 

Mr. BROWN remarked, that he had been in- 
duced to offer this resolution without any consult- 
ation with his political friends, and without having 

iven the remotest intimation to his friend from 

rgia [Mr. Coss] of his intention of so doing, 
as he was sure if he had intimated his intention 
to the gentleman, he would have been denied the 
privilege of making this motion. He wassincerely 
desirous of seeing an end put to these protracted 
votings for Speaker. They had been engaged in 
this unprofitable business for nine days, and they 
were now just where they commenced on the first 
morning of the session. Not only were they with- 
outa Speaker, but without a candidate for Speaker. 
It was well known that the political party to which 
he belonged had a majority in this House—imprac- 
ticable, it was true, but still a majority; and al- 
though they had heretofore failed to concentrate 
upon any candidate in sufficient force to elect him, 
still they had approximated nearer that point thar 
their opponents had. There was a little portion 
of the Democratic party who refused to vote with 
the great majority of the party; but not only was 
there a like portion of the Whig Free Soilers who 
refased to vote with the large body of their party, 
but a portion of the southern Whigs who also re- 
fused to act with their party. Under these circum- 
stances it must be apparent to every one, that un- 
less something else were done than to continue 
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these party votings, no choice at all of Speaker man, or whether they should continue their votings } could do would be, to ee a bare majority on 
could be : t 








: ; _ for Speaker ad infinitum ? |; any of the committees may be su as 
The gentleman proposed in that resolution, he Mr. THOM N, of Pennsylvania, obtained | likely to have charge of these exciting questions. 
pelieved it was admitted on all sides of the House, the floor, and yielded for an explation to || A minority could always nt its views, and 


ted as many qualifications for the officeas Mr. ROOT, who referred to an error made in | the preponderance of one in a committee would 
say other member of the House. That he was the report by the Globe of his remarks of yester- | not give any preponderance in the House—not 
eminently qualified in every respect was admitted _ day, in which he had been made to refer to the late || in the least. Under these views of the subject, I 
py hia political opponents, whose opposition to Speaker of the House, (the honorable gentleman || feel confident in saying that I am sure no gentie- 
him was entirely confined to the difference of their from Massachusetts,) and to say that that gentle- | man who could be selected from this side of the 
litical opinions. Being in a majority in the , man would perhaps be willing to submit his claims | House would occupy that chair with a partial or 
Frouse, he conceived that they (the Democrats) | to the chair to a committee of the House, com- || sectional predetermination. He would not carry, 
were entitled to the Speaker: he knew of no good of three Whigs and three Democrats. He | or onan to carry with him, sectional views. I 
reason why they should not have the Speaker. | had made no allusion to the honorable gentleman || am equally sure that if a gentleman on the other 
Certainly, if their political opponents were in a , from Massachusetts; he presumed the gentleman | side should be successful, that while he might 
majority here, he believed it would be right and , had not so understood him, and he vaqvetied that |, maintain his principles, he would be equally clear 
fair that they should have the Speaker. Butboth | anybody who had not heard him should have been || of prejudices or local and sectional views. But 
ies had tried over and over again to elect their | led to suppose he could have made such an allusion |; suppose gentlemen should fear this on both sides 
candidate, and bad failed. If they now failed to | to that gentleman under the circumstances. He || of the House: the House has the power in their 
effect an organization, upon whom would the re- , had made some allusion to the gentleman from || own hands—they can select the committees, or 
sponsibility rest? It might be said that it would Georgia, and in that part of his remarks had leaned |; particular committees, and relieve the Speaker of 
rest upon those who refused to unite with either | that way, which, he presumed, might have misled || the responsibility. This can be done. I am aware 
rty. But could any considerable portion of it || the reporter. Nor was the reporter to blame. || that the Democratic doctrine has always been 
rest upon the Democratic party? Though they || The worst of it was, that he (Mr. R.) had had || with my respected friend from Mississippi, [Mr. 
had failed to concentrate with sufficient force upon | it in his power to prevent the mistake, having had |, Tuomeson,] that it implies a want of independ- 
their candidate to elect him, atill it could not be | the report submitted to him before publication, and | ence anywhere ‘to introduce the proposition to 
expected that, being in the majority, they should | in hastily looking over having failed to notice it. |; vote by ballot. It may conduce not only to the 
voluntarily retire from the contest; but it seemed | Mr. WINTHROP begged leave to assure the \ independence of the members here, but also to 
tohim that the Whig party, some considerable | gentleman from Ohio, that owing to the ‘* noise and | the independence of the Speaker, when elected. 
portion of them at least, might meet them (the De- | confusion” of the Hall he had not accurately || Sir, 1 desire an organization of this body. The 
mocracy) upon the candidate whom he had pre- | heard the remarks of the gentleman, nor had he 1 country is looking on with anxiety on the sub- 
sented—a candidate universally acknowledged to | yet read the report. But without having heard or | ject—with uneasineds. The country is alarmed 
be eminently qualified to preside over the deliber- | read them, he felt quite sure, from his knowledge || at the delay. It will go forth to the world, that 
ations of this body and direct its proceedings. He | of the courtesy of that gentleman, that he intended || dangers exist in organizing the Congress of the 
spoke for himself alone; he was willing that a fair |, no disrespect. | United States. It will be felt everywhere® Let 
division of the offices of the House should take | Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, addressed the || us avoid this impression, if possible, and quiet 
place between the Whigs and Democrats, if it |, Clerk, intimating that he wished to propose a mod- |, fears. I desire no shelter or secrecy for my vote. 
could be made acceptable to their political oppo- || ification of Mr. Brown’s resolution. | I care not who knows how I shall vote. it 
nents. He applauded the generous sentiments ex- || Mr. THOMPSON claimed the floor, and said || may or may not be unniversally so. Try the 
ressed by the gentleman from North Carolina ,, if the gentleman was going to offer adistinct prop- || experiment. If it does not prove successful, 
Mr. STanLy] yesterday, who had said he was || osition, he preferred first to submit the remarks, | abandon it. I offer the following resolution: 
willing to see a Democratic Speaker elected. || which he had to make. || Resolved, That the members present wi'l proceed to vote, 
Mr. STANLY. Not at all. I said no such | Mr. BUTLER, however, was allowed to sug- || by haliot, for Speaker, and will, under ‘he resolution, con- 
thing. || gest that the proposition of the gentleman from || tinue to ballot until four o’clock this day, unless @ Speaker 
Mr: BROWN. You were very much misun- || Mississippi be received in blank, and that the | pcbenge booty: hy Ryd m eee ates meant 
“es. on ger of the House then. } House proceed, not knowing a —— their : iv 
r. . { said plainly, that sooner than || votes would fall this morning, to fill the blank; that || bi etteks 4 
that this House should bl ond disorganized, | | the name: receiving the highest number of votes || abate tabeceed . are —_ 
would take a Democratic Speaker; and I say so | should be inserted, and the vote of the House then |) . Reload sould ba ‘led ane Gate esate 5 y 
now. While up, let me ask the gentleman how he | be taken upon the resolution, If it did not carry |, re The Citak ea tied that Sar a one eal hich 
counts a Democratic majority here? Does he in- || in that form, that the name receiving the next 41. 4 oni” nd ae the Clerk re ‘de whic 
clude the Wilmot proviso mer in his party ? || highest number of votes should be inserted, and M THOMPSON of Panuavie cea aot 
Mr. BROWN replied, if we exclude the Free- |, the vote again taken upon the resolution thus filled. || ) h or woth fered het y ‘ati ’ hi h fh 
Soilers on both sides, the Democrats have a ma-|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania said: Mr. | hed elena’ hee er the Ae sear nen ‘oo ne 
jority over the Whigs. If you count them on || Clerk, I am about to offer a resolution; but before | aticieaes feoun Mississinoi [Mr B own did not 
both sides, dividing them according to their party || doing so, | will avail myself of the privilege others || ge pp - Brown] ° 











| shall have arrived. 


ge . . 2 : t to take a vote on his resolution; that inas- 
predilections, we still have a majority of one, and || have taken, of making some remarks to precede | pan : > 

this if all the seats were coal via it is the | it. We have now been nine or ten days endeavor- || ae erate wake corue = ae. ao 
misfortune of the Whigs to have four absentees— | ing to organize this House by the election of a) 414. he had offired his resolution P 7 
Mr. Kine of Georgia, Mr. Gentry of Tennessee, | presiding officer. We have heretofore failed. |, : 


Mr. Jutian of Indiana, and Mr. Patrrey of Mas- hat it is important, vasily important, that we}; Mr. CARTTER offered the following resolu- 
sachusetts, who had failed of his election. This 


| should organize, every gentleman, I think, must || tion: 
gives us the atenntage by five votes. We all 
e 


: i feel. The country is becoming alarmed at the || That any person who may be elected Speaker 
know, if you exclu enti 
counting them on neither side, our majority is not 


the Free-Soilers entirely, || state of affairs existing here. We are sent here | of this House shall be divested of the power to construct 
thereby diminished, but is increased by. two or | and that is, to organize, to get into a position by |, *4!! be made by a vote of the House. 
H 





| with the assent of all our constituents on one point, || the District and Territorial Committees, and that the same 
three votes. which we might discuss and decide great questions | Mr. THOMAS stated that in the Globe and In- 
He did not intend to demand that a vote should | interesting to the country. We were expected to || telligencer of this morning, credit was given to him 
be taken upon the resolution. Hia object in in- |, organize—all agreed upon this. The diversity of | for some remarks which had been made by his 
roducing it had been that he might have an op-.) opinion, if it must exist on any or all subjects, || honorable colleague, (Mr. Hanars,) and he deemed 
portunity, on his.own responsibility alone, to call || must follow this organization. We have been | it a matter of justice to that gentleman thus to 
upon the Whigs, if they were desirous of organ- || elected to constitute a Congress—we must do that, | notice the mistake. 
zing the Elouse, to unite with them to accomplish || or disappoint all our constituents. Whyhavewe || While up, he would occupy the attention of the 
that object. They being in a minority, could bet- not organized? We have taken positions before | House only to add, that in company, he believed, 
ler do it than to ask them (the Democrats) to come the country that are hard to recede from. It must | with almost the entire Democracy of the South, 
over tothem. If no gentleman desired to discuss i in some way be receded from—somebody must || he had yesterday voted for the member from In- 
the resolution he would now withdraw it. Hi recede. [low is it to be done? But this is not || diana; and that he should not have voted for him, 
Mr. LEVIN wished to ask a question of the || the most important part of the proposition 1 mean | had he known the facts as they were subsequently 


gen ; | to offer. It may, in the present crisis, be import- || disclosed. He supposed this to be the feeling of 
Mr. BROWN. Certainly. ,| ant to organize under some gentleman who may, | the entire southern Democracy—at least of the 
Mr. LEVIN wished to;know of the qunpanan in fact, be selected without knowing who has ele- | Democracy from his own State in this House. 
by what course of teasoning it was, if the Demo- || vated him to the responsible position. A gentle- | Mr. CARTTER said, that the House was in- 
‘rats had a majority here, he had come.to the || man from Ohio, a few days since, proposed to bal- | volving itself in a premature controversy on the 
conclusion that the Whigs, being the minority, || lot for Speaker. I seial inst the resolution, |, subject of slavery, and was presenting itself before 
ae ree etree? || because 1 believed we could still elect by the u u 
Mr. BROWN réplied that he had considered it| course adopted and in practice for the last ten | grave issue upon a mere ceremonial matter. The 
unnecessary to explain what every gentleman | years. This expectation has failed. Some other || purpose to be accomplished the election of 
knew, that a portion of that ity was made || expedient must be adopted. This istheonly one, Speaker, as he humbly conceived, was not to indi- 
Up of Free-Soil Democrats, who heretofore || the one which I am about to propose, viz: to vote |, cate the political sentiments of the House espe- 
refused to act with the great of their party, || by ballot; that seems to vary the monotony of the |, cially, but to resolve themselves into an organized 
a3 the Whig Free-Soilers had refused to act with || ust, and present a prospect of an organization in | attitude, to carry out the sentiments of the people, 
theirs; and without them they (the Democrats) || the future. Let us try it—if not successful, try || and no longer to present the aspect of disorgani- 
the anaes cogumand a snjority of the vetes of i 


House. The ion was, whether the W 
party would lend them sufficient support to dente 








, the country in the ridiculous attitade of making a 











something else. I do not think the election of || zation and disorder; and for gentlemen represent- 
Speaker of such great consequence in relation to | ing intelligent constituencies to make an issue = 
these exciting questiom\—not at all, sir. All he |. the peculiar views of the Speaker, appeared to 
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him beneath the mind of the House, and incon- | from the manner in which they would vote when 


sistent with due deference to its character. He 
proposed that some gentleman, well qualified in 
all the elements of statesmanship, and in all the 
tactics of parliamentary law, shou!d be chosen to 
preside over the deliberations of the House; and 
that the composition of the two most important 
committees—which was, in fact, the cause of all 
the difficulties they had encountered in attempting 
to organize—should be left to be decided by the 
House. He argued, that a Speaker should be 
elected, not so much with reference to his peculiar 
local views, (which he was not expected to carry 
out in the administration of the office,) as with 
reference to his general qualifications and abilities, 
and urged gentlemen on all sides to come forward 
and put an end to the disorganized attitude in 
which they had presented themselves since the 
meeting of Congress. 

Mr. MEADE said: Neither of the resolutions 
before the House atrikes at the root of the evil 
which affects the House. We have been acting 
for eight days a farce before the people, at a cost 
to them of $3,000 a day, which all will agree is 
becoming less and less entertaining. The cause 
which has prevented the organization of the House 
is the fear of the introduction of bills before the 


House from certain committees which will pro- || 


duce discussion and agitation on a question which 
threatens the peace and integrity of the country— 
bills which, if paesed, will either destroy this Con- 
federacy, or enslave a large portion of it. Under 
the pressure of the present difficulties which sur- 
round @s,a fair opportunity is offered to draw 
forth from both sides of the House all the con- 
wervative materials of which each is composed. I 


nave anxiously looked for some Curtius from the | 
North, who, regardless of personal consequences || 
to himself, will leap into the gulf which yawns || 


for the peace and happiness of this Union. Sir, 
let a proposition be made and supported by those 


who are desirous of crushing this demon of dis- | 
cord, for the purpose of uniting the conservatism | 


on both sides, in opposition to any measure which 
shall look to the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict, or a prohibition of it in the Territories. If 


such a proposition should be adopted, I shouldbe || 
willing to take a Speaker from either side of the | 
upon him to carry out the views | 


House, relying 
thus expressed by a majority of this bady. 

But, sir, if the organization of this House is to 
be followed by the passage of these bills—if these 


outrages are to be committed upon my people, I | 


trust in God, sir, that my eyes have rested upon 


the last Speaker of the House of Representatives. | 


This expression is not the ebullition of feeling; it 
contains sentiments [ have well considered and 
often expressed, publicly and privately. They 
are entertained in common with the people I repre- 
sent. And I tell gentlemen, if these measures be 
passed, there wi be but one determination at the 
South—one solemn resolve to defend their homes 
and maintain their honor. Let this issue come 
when it may, and you will find every southern 
sinew converted into a spring of steel. I do not 
utter this as a threat. | am proud to believe that 
our race on both sides of the line are equally brave; 
but gentlemen will find a difference between men 
contending for their firesides, and the robbers who 
are seeking to despoil them of their rights, and 
degrade them before the world. If there be any 
southern man who would refuse to stand by his 
country in such an emergency, [‘* There are 
none,”’ said several voices,] he would not merely | 
be execrated by his own people, but his own chil- | 
dren would heap curses upon his grave. 

Mr. ROOT remarked upon the great difficulty | 
which he had in telling what was the precise ques- | 
tion before the House, three propositions, he | 
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‘| a record was made. He argued that the proposi- 
'| tion was in violation of the spirit of the constitu- 
| tional provision, which required the votes of gen- 
\| tlemen to be recorded by yeas and nays, if so 
|| small a number as one fifth of the members present 
|| demanded it, and expressed for himself the desire 
|| to have recorded all the votes cast by him in his 
|| representative capacity, so that every one of the 
| 100,000 free people whom he represented should 
| have the opportunity of knowing how he voted. 


‘| He next noticed the proposition made by his | 


| colleague from the Stark district, [Mr. Carrrer,} 
|| to deprive the Speaker of the power of appoint- 
|| ment of certain committees, and said it reminded 
| him of the performance which he had heard had 
|| somewhere been advertised to be played—of Ham- 
'| let, with the part of Hamlet omitted ! 


|| influence, and consideration in the Government— 
|| should not be divested of his most important 
|| functions, viz: the appointment of the committees 
|| of the House. Moreover, if the proposition were 
| adopted, he reckoned, yea, being a Yankee, he 
| 
} trouble in appointing each member of the three 
| committees whose appointment was proposed to 
| be taken from the Speaker. The same old ques- 
|| tion would arise; the same terrible demon would 
|| have its horns up. It would not answer for a 
‘| good dodge. If it were intended to open a hole 
|| for tender-footed Free-Soil Democrats to escape 
|| by, it would not answer the purpose. They 
|| could not get out of it. No; they must face the 
music—God help them! This House would con- 
tinue to present itself in a ** disorganized attitude,” 
(to use the language of his colleague, Mr. Cart- 
TER,) 8 good while before those gentlemen escaped 
|| through such a loop-hole; and if they got through, 
they would find worse troubles just beyond. It 
was a poor device, if that were its object. Of 
course he did not impute to his colleague any such 
|| design, for he took the gentleman to be one of 
|| those who were in the habit of marching boldly 
_up and taking the animal by the horns. Cer- 
tainly there was no want of vehemence and de- 
cision in the gentleman’s manver; he (Mr. R.) 
| reckoned that the matter would be pretty much 
|| of the same sort, particularly if there was no such 
|| loop-hole as this left. He repeated, it would not 
| do. The sathe difficulty which the proposition 
sought to avoid, would, if.it were adopted, re- 
main in the appointment of each individual of the 
three committees. The committees were com- 
‘| posed of nine members each; three times nine were 
\\ twenty-seven; so that they might have twenty- 
|| seven times as much difficulty as at present, with 
'| the exception that he supposed his senior col- 
| league, [Mr. Gipptves,] would be appointed upon 
|| the Committee on the District of Columbia unani- 
[A laugh.] 
He now came to the other matter—the dissolu- 
| tion of the Union, or that kind of moderation 
| which was to prevent it. He trusted, with the 
calm, moderate counsels of such gentlemen as the 
'| honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] 
'| we would get along without dissolution. [A laugh.]} 
'| Nothing was better calculated to allay all such 
| agitation than the kind of speeches of which they 
| had just heard a specimen from that gentleman. 
| [Laughter.] However, if dissolution must come, 
why, the sooner the better. Let it come before the 


|| mously, as a matter of course. 
1} 


[A laugh.] | 
'| He held that the man who was fit to be elected to | 
|| fill the office of Speaker—the third only in rank, || 


guessed, that the House would have about as much | 


said, having been made, viz: the first, to elect || 


the Speaker by ballot; the second, to deprive the | 


| 


Speaker of powers usually exercised by him in 
reference to constituting the committees; and the 
third, to moderate the spirit of anarchy which was | 
abroad in the land. He would endeavor to notice | 
these propositions in their order. 

He pro to express his opposition to the 
vote by ballot, stating that while he disclaimed im- | 
uting any such intention to the gentleman from 
Poanapitental (Mr. Tuompson,]or to his colleague, 
{Mr.Scaencx,} who had previonaly offered a sim- 





ilar proposition, it would be likely to be construed 
by the people aa a proposition to enable gentlemen, 
by skulking under the ballot, to vote differently 


House was organized; for he took it, that if they 
were to dissolve in their present “ disorganizied 
attitude,’’ it would not be binding. [A langh.] It 
would not be irremediable. There would be some 
hope that it might be set aside. So, if dissolution 
were to be the result, he said the sooner the better— 
before the House was organized; for if, after or- 
ganization, it should come by some such process 
as reporting a bill for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, why then would come 
the time for fight in defence of the wife, the little 
ones, the household gods, and all other 
furniture! ' 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape] had 
said he had been waiting, until his patience was 
exhausted, to see some northern man come for- 
ward with the olive-branch! The gentleman said 
he-had expected it! Now he (Mr. R.) desired to 
know if that gentleman, and other southern gen- 
tlemen, really expected any such thing? He (Mr. 


'| R.) looked around here and saw men overflowing 


Dec. 1 


3 
’ 
with patriotism—chock-full ; but he did not See 
| any one he thought particularly ambitious of 
litical martyrdom. If a northern man could be 
found to come forward and stultify not only him. 
' self but his constituents and the whole North, b 
| saying that they would not meet this question, he 
| was provided for! Let him bespeak the fagots 
{a laugh,] and if he had a wife and as many 
| children as John Rogers, let them all get their 
Sunday clothes on, for they would want to seg 
their daddy for the last time. (Laughter. } 

He noticed the computation made by My. 
|| Brown, of Mississippi, to show that the Demo. 
cratic party had the majority in the House, and 
expressed his doubts as to its correctness. He 
did not know the gentleman’s data; but his word 
for it, to make out a majority to enable them to 
elect a Speaker, that party would have to reckon 
some of the rankest kind of Free-Soilers— not on| 
Wilmot-proviso men, but the Wilmot Proviso 
‘| himself; and referred, in a manner which elicited 
much merriment, to the attempt by which they 
had yesterday, by combining so incongruous ele. 
ments, come so near electing a Speaker, which, 
however, was defeated by a very few leaks, owing 
to a defective cooperage. [A laungh.] They had 
| almost come it—not quite. There was nothing, 
|| however, in that result, he thought, to discourage 
them. They shou'd keep on trying. There was 
no knowing how it would work. The South 
had stood up well; and what was more, they 
would not stan! any aspersion upon their candi- 
\| date. There was geiting to be a very desirable 
'| union. And he judged, though, owing to the * noise 
|| and confusion,” he had not heard very distinetly— 
| that the policy which their candidate proposed to 
| pursne was precisely that advocated by his (Mr. 
|| R.’s) colleague [Mr. Carrrer] to-day, viz: to leave 
| out the three committees; or, in other words, their 
Speaker—in case he had been elected—was to ap- 

point them to the satisfaction of the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Witmor.] There was 

Hamlet, with the Hamlet omitted! Why, they 
had got the thing all cut and dried—the whole ar- 
‘ranged. He did not want to interfere in this diffi- 
| culty at all. He knew better, He was not so 
| fond of a fight as to lead him into it. He had 
‘| seen enough of ‘the chivalry ” to make him « 
|| little cautious. He had listened to the remarks of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Bort] 
| with pleasure, as he always did; for, though he 
| did not always concur in all the gentleman spoke, 
| he was usually out and out—you knew where to 
find him. But as the thing had progressed , though 
more interesting, it became more confused. He 
had only a promiscuous idea of it. But he had 
heard the din, seen the dust, and smelt the smoke 
of the fight; and the way the *‘ chivalry ” had 
charged upon their quondam candidate—particu- 
larly towards the close of the battle—had satisfied 
him (Mr. R.) that it would be as well never to get 
into any fuss with those gentlemen if he could 
| help it. It reminded him of the wood-cut he had 
| seen representing a band of prairie wolves which 
had got a buffalo-calf. omer) His eyes 
glared, and they were at him on all sides—one 
pulling this way, and another that—some getting 
on to the backs of the others, to get a nip at him. 
It was a most gallant scene! [A laugh.] 

He (Mr. R.) did not know that he was sufi- 
ciently acquainted with the gentleman from Indi- 
ana to indulge the expression of his compassion 
for him; but he confessed he felt bad. But it was 
a glorious fight! [langhter) and what was more— 
as the battle waged hotter and hotter, as the vic- 
tim’s strength was almost spent, his tongue out, 
and his eyes glaring, his assailants flashed fiercer 
and fiercer, [laughter.] Well, now, if that man 
was not brought to a condition where he could be 
trusted on the slavery question, he would like to 
know how any mancould be. [Laughter.] 

rho one or two sentences, of which the words 
«| pity a man who undergoes such an ordeal, 
and * Mason and Dixon’s line,’> alone were heard 
by the reporter, Mr. R. further said :) 

He meant no offence to the gentleman from Jn- 
diana, or any other gentleman who saw fit to (ry 4 
similar experiment. The time had been when the 
highest recommendation to the Democracy of the 
North, was thata man was entirely satisfactory ‘0 
the Democrats of the South. But, according to 
his nlmanac, that time had passed, never to return. 
Northern gentlemen must satisfy their folks ¢ 
home after this. 
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Recurring to the subject of disunion, he declared 
pimself a nion man; but if disunion must come, 
he had a request to make: he spoke now not only 
for his constituents, but for the whole Northwest 
Territory over which the Jeffersonian ordinance 
was stretched. When southern gentlemen came 
divide the Union,"he would have to bear in 
mind that the people of that country had a very 
song idea that the Mississippi river—to say 
nothing about the bank of the Mississippi river— 
was a part of that territéry, from its mouth to its 
source. [A laugh.] We furnish the water, sir, 
said Mr. R. [Renewed laughter.] Depend upon 
i, depend upon it, (he wanted now to raise almost 
as high a climax aa the gentleman from Virginia 
had reached,) depend upon it, that the Mississippi 
river runs free as long as water runs down hill! 

Mr. R. resumed his seat amid much merri- 


ent. 

mr. DUER said that they had already, for nine 

days, made ineffectual attempts to elect a Speaker. 
This,he had expected; but he had also expected, | 
(and in that he was disappointed,) that after this | 
lapse of time the House would find itself in a dis- 
position to organize, in the only way in which an 
organization could be effected. There were three 
parties in this House, none of which were in a 





clear wae. It was therefore certain that a | 
Id onl 


Speaker cou y be elected by an arrangement 
of some sort between some two of these three par- 


either of the great parties with the Free-Soil party. 
An arrangement of that kind had been attempted 
yesterday, and had failed. That attempt could 
not be repeated. Itcould not be expected that any 
such combination would be made again. It fol- 
lowed, therefore, either that the attempt to organize 


the House must be abandoned, or a compromise || 


of some sort must be made between the two great 
arties, ‘ 

: Tne gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] 
had introduced a proposition, declaring the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Coss] to be the Speaker 
of this House; in other words, a proposition call- 
ing upon his (Mr. D.’s) side of the House (the 
Whig side) to make an unconditional surrender. 
It appeared to him that this was asking altogether 
too much ; for his own part, so anxious was he 
that an organization should be effected, that he 
was willing to organize in almost any way, by 
electing to the Speaker's chair either a Whig or a 
Democrat, or a Free-Soiler—any one, in short, 
excepta disunionist. He never would give his vote 
forany man whom be believed to be inimical to 
the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY (interposing) said: There are no 
disunionists in this House. 

Mr. DUER. I wish [ could think so, but I 
fear there are. 

Mr. BAYLY. Who are they? Point them 
out. 

Mr. DUER. I believe there are some from 
your own State; 1 think I see one of them. now, 
(pointing to Mr. Meane, of Virginia. ) 

Mr.MEADE. It is false. 

Mr.DUER. You area liar, sir. 

Quick as thought, Mr. Meape made a rush to- 
wards Mr. Duer, but was immediately surrounded 
by his friends, as was also Mr. Dver, who re- 
mained standing in the position in which he had 
spoken. 

Indescribable confusion followed—threats, vio- 
lent gesticulations, calls to order, and demands for 
adjournment were mingled together. The House 
was like a heaving billow. 

The Cuerx ealled to order, but there were none 
to heed him. 

Some time elapsed. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the late House of Rep- 
resentatives, Naruan Sarcent, Esq., now took 
the mace’ in his hand, and descending along the 
crowd of members, held it up on high. 

Cries of ** Take away the mace, it has no au- 
thority here ”” 

Mr. DUER at length obtained a hearing. He 
would, he said, continue his remarks. ; 

And, in the first place, he would beg pardon of 
the House for having uttered language which he 
had felt himself called upon to utter, but of the 
impropriety of which he had at the time been fully 
conscious. And he would appeal to every gentle- 


man in this House to say whether, under the cir- 
cumstance, and looking’to the charge which had 
been madeagainst him, he could do otherwise than 
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| man had made such an answer as he thought | 


things existed, and then to declare that in that state 


| plishment of this purpose. 


vindicate his own honor, by making such an an- 
swer as he thought the provocation demanded. 
He had said nothing nally offensive to the 
gentleman from’ Virginia [Mr. Meape) to elicit || 
such language as had been applied to him. He 
(Mr. D.) had said that he believed the gentleman 


either) should be permitied here to cause a motion 
to adjourn. He was astonished that the House 
should so far make themselves parties to this ecene 
of violence. He did believe that there was no 
| more danger in now continuing this duty, accord- 
| ing to the rule, and according to the true spirit of 
to be a disunionist. He had expressed this opin- || the Constitution, than there was when they had 
ion upon the authority of a printed speech, in which || first assembled last Monday week. 

he understood him to argue that a certain state of || He had risen for the purpose of entering his 
| protest to any resolution which looked to an ar- 
of things he loathed and detested the name of the || rangement between two or three parties in refer- 
Union. Therefore it was that he (Mr. D.) had || ence to the organization of the committees of the 
applied the term to him. He had considered that || House, and to any proposition to appoint a Speak-~ 
there was nothing personal in this.. The gentle- | er from the Whig party and the Clerk from the 
| Democratic party. In what respect would an ar- 
rangement between the Whig and the Democratic 
party differ from an arrangement between either 
of these and the Free-Soil party? It was in this 
light only that he had had any design of reflecting 








proper, and he (Mr. D.) had repelled it, as he felt | 
called upon to do. Upon that point he had noth- || 
ing further to say. He-had not risen with any || 
view to add to the excitement which already pre- |, 
vailed in this House, but if possible to aid in allay- || upon the relation which the gentleman voted for 
ing it. ;He had risen to aid if possible in bringing || yesterday by the Democrats, bore to his party. 
the House to an organization; and of saying, what || Therefore he had no regrets to make fora vote 
he had already intimated, that, for his own part, || cast in ignorance of any real or supposed arrange- 
he was willing to organize the House by taking || ment. 
for its presiding officer almost any man—be he } He beaought his friends and fellow-representa- 
Whig, Free-Soiler, or Democrat—any man but a | tives on this floor to\go to this work to-day with 
diaunionist; and for such a man he would never || renewed energy and vigor, instead of adjourning 
vote. at half past three to go home comfortably to their 
The Crerx here interposed, and stated that a || dinners, and at their hotels and boarding-houres 





\ request had been made to him by members of the || quietly canvass the events of the morrow, to sit 
ties. It could not be effected by a combination 7 
| 


House, that the floor within the bar of the House ] here and give their votes until they should have 
should be cleared of such persons as had no right | exhausted the day, and he believed one party or’ 
to places there, and that the aisles beyond the bar | the other might ultimately, in an honorable man- 
should also be cleared of such persons as were not ner, elect a Speaker. He did believe that the 
entitled to the privilege of entrance. | honorable gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Cons} 

A brief space of time was given to the accom- || would have been elected, if he had come before 
|| the House untrammeled by caucus nomination; 
Mr. DUER then proceeded with his remarks. || and he did not believe this of him particularly, 
He had risen, he said, with the view of allaying | but that there were other members who would 
the excitement which was likely to be produced || command the whole Democratic vote of the 
by the speech of the gentleman from Virginia, || House, independently of caacas nominations, and 
[Mr. Meape,] and of suggesting for the consider- || who, if they were so brought forward, would 
ation of this House, the only mode in which, in || receive a majority of the votes of the House. 
his (Mr. Duer’s) opinion, the House could be | Sill more did he believe there was a majori- 
organized. There were, as he had said, three || ty on this floor opposed to the present Admin- 





| 
| 
| 


parties here—neither of them being a majority. | istration; and based upon this belief, he pro- 
| In this state of things no organization could be || ceeded to speak of the small measure of regard 

effected, except by an arrangement between some || which, in hia opinion, properly attached to the 
| two of them. The arrangement which had been || appeals of gentlemen on the other side of the 

attempted yesterday could not, as he had already || House, to concede to them the Speaker, arguing, 
| said, be repeated, and, therefore, it was only by an || by reference to the character of the committees ets 
| arrangement between the two great parties (using || composed during the last Congress, by the honor- 
| the term merely as implying the largest in number) | able gentleman from Massachusetts, who then 
_ that an organization could be effected. The party | presided over the deliberations of the House, that 
| to which he belonged could not make an uncondi- || a Speaker elected by a partisan majority, however 
| tional surrender. That was out of the question. || small, must necessarily give a partisan complexion 


But the House must be organized; and if it would || to the committees. With this view, he opposed 
consent to adjourn from this time until Saturday, | all arrangements which might be made with other 
| & proposition, of the kind he had indicated, coming || parties, and urged the Democrats of the House 
| from the Democratic party, might be made. Con- || strictly to adhere to their peculiar organization, 
| ferences might be held, and_in this way, he || and by perseverance in their efforte he repeated 
believed, a fair and equitab e arrangement might be || his decided conviction that they would soon be 
effected. On his side of the House, he believed, || enabled to elect a Democratic Speaker. 
they had been ready for some time to receive such || He moved to lay the whole proposition on the 
a proposition. At all events, the organization of || table, in order that the House might proceed with 
| the House was paramount to all other considera- || the vote for Speaker. But he waived the motion 
| tions. He hoped it might soon be effected; but he || at the request of Mr. 'Toomns, who desired to make 
| was sure that it never could be effected by such a || a few remarks. 
proposition as had been introduced by the gentle- Mr. TOOMBS said the difficulties in the way of 
,man from Mississippi. A dozen propositions had || the organization of this House are apparent and 
| been brought before the House, and there might | well understood here, and should be understood 
| be fifty more. They would all be ineffectual. || by the country. A great sectional question lies at 
Debate, as useless as it would be interminable, || the foundation of all these t les. The dis- 
| might follow, with no other result than to increase | graceful events of yesterday, and the explanations 
| the excitement that already existed, but bringing || consequent upon their exposure, prove conclusively 
the House no nearer to the one great object of || that the Democratic party and the Free-Soilers 
| organization. He was not prepared, at this time, | were both acting in reference to it. ‘Phe southern 
to vote for any proposition; but he thought it || Democrats were satisfied, from the public course 
probable that if the House would consent to ad- || and private assurances both of the member whom 
journ for a day or two, some understanding might || they supported and his friends, that he was worthy 
te arrived at. | of trast upon these important sectional issues. 
[Expressions of concurrence in some parts of || The disclosures which were made proved that they 
the House, and of strong dissent in others, mingled | were mistaken; and, with a promptness honorable 
with cries of ** No adjournment.’’) \ to them, they instantly withdrew their support, 
Mr. McLANE said he desired to move that the || and left the discredit to fall where it properly be- 
propoposition now pending be laid on thetable, with lo . The Free-Soilers, who were engaged in 
the hope that this House would come to its own the discreditable conspiracy, secretly and dishonor- 


























sense, and its own integrity, and proceed at once || ably songht to acquire advantages in the organiaa- 
to its clear duty of effecting an organization, and || tion of the House by private pledges, concealed 
that with absolute indifference to any matter which || and intended to be concealed from the great ma- 
had been introduced into this debate, either of a | jority of those whose votes were necessary to elect 
public or of a personal character. For one, he || the person for whom they voted. They sought, by 
was astonished that a collision between two indi- || a discreditable trick, to secure those advantages tp 
vidual gentlemen (without regard to the merits of.’ the organization which they had not the courage 
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or the boldness openly todemand, They affected 
to rély on a written pledge, which they knew was 
given in fraud and treachery. I leave the morality 


and honesty of this party to be tested by the sim- | 


ple fact of this transaction, with the single remark 


that these are the men whose consciences have | 


no rest, on account of what they call the sin 
of slavery. The Whig 
nominee, who has received the sup 
great majority of that party. 


for the very sufficient reason that, being in a 
majority of nearly three to one, they were very 
abundantly able to take care of themselves. I[ 
did not act with them, because the events of 
the past, of the present, and the prospect of the 


future, force the conviction on my mind that the | 


interests of my section of the Union are in danger, 
and | am therefore —? to surrender the 
great power of the Speaker’s chair without obtain- 
ing security for the future. We have just listenesl 
to strong appeals upon the necessity of organizing 
the House. 
From the best lights before me, I cannot see that 
my constituents have anything to hope from your 
legislation, but everything to fear. 
impatient to have the doors of your Treasury 
thrown open, and forty millions of the common 
taxes of the whole nation thrown into the lap of one 
half of it. We ask for none of it; we expect none 
of it; therefore gentlemen must pardon my want 
of sympathy for their impatience. By giving you 
the control of the Treasury, we increase your abili- 
ty to oppress. I waat grievances redressed, and 
security against their further perpetration, before 
1 am willing to give you power over the supplies. 
Sir, | do not regret this state of things in the 
House. It is time we understood one another; 
that we should speak out, and carry our principles 
in our foreheads. 

It seems, from the remarks of the gentleman 
from New York, that we are to be intimidated by 
eulogies upon the Union, and denunciations of 
those who are not ready to sacrifice national honor, 
essential interests, and constitutional rights, upon 
iis altar. Sir, | have as much attachment to the 
Union of these States, under the Constitution of 
our fathers, as any freeman ought to have. I am 


ready to concede and sacrifice for it whatever a | 


just and honorable man ought to sacrifice—I will 
dono more. I have not heeded the aspersions of 
those who did not understand, or desired to mis- 
represent, my conduct or opinions in relation to 
these questions, which, in my judgment, so vi- 
tally affect it. ‘The time has come when I shall 
not only utter them, but make them the basis of 
my political action here. I do not, then, hesitate 
to avow before this House and the country, 
and in the presence of the living God, that if by 
your legislation you seek to drive us from the 
territories of California and New Mexico, pur- 
chased by the common blood and treasure of the 
whole pares and to abolish slavery in this Dis- 
trict, thereby attempting to fix a national degrada- 
tion upon half the States of this Confederacy, J am 
Jor disunio&; and if my physical courage be equal 
to the maintenance of my convictions of right and 
duty, | will devote all 1 am and all I have on 
earth to its consummation. From 1787 to this 
hour the people of the South have asked nothing 
but justice—nothing but the maintenance of the 
prineiples and the spirit which controlled our 


fathers in the forMation of the Constitution. Unless | 
we are unworthy of our ancestors, we will never | 
accept less as acondition of union. A great consti- || 
tutional right which was declared by a distinguished | 
northern justice of the Supreme Court (Judge | 


Baldwin) to be the corner-stone of the Union, and 


without which he avers, in a judicial decision, it | 


would never have been formed, has already prac- 


tically been abrogated in all of the non-slavehold- | 


ing States. I mean the right to reclaim fugitives 
from labor. I ask any and every northern man 
on this floor to answer me, now, if this is not 
true—if this great right, indispensable to the for- 
mation of the Union, is any longer, for any practi- 
cable purpose, a living principle? There are none 
to deny it. You admit you have not performed 
your constitutional duty ; that you withhold from us 
a right which was one of our main inducements to 
the Union; yet wonder that we look upon your 
eulogies of a Union whose most sacred principles 
you have thus trampled under foot as nothing better 
than mercenary hypocritical cant. This District 


party presented their | 
rt of the | 
No pledges were | 
asked by the northern members of that party, | 


I confess 1 do not feel that necessity. | 


We are not | 


|| was ceded immediately after the Constitution was 
|| fo It was the gift of Maryland to her sister 
| States for the location of their common govern- 
ment. Ite municipal law maintained and pro- 
| tected domestic slavery. You accepted it. Your 
honor was pledged for its maintenance as a na- 
tional capital. Your faith was pledged to the 
maintenance of the rights of the people who were 
thus placed under your care. Your fathers 
accepted the trust, protected the slaveholder and 
all other citizens in their rights, and in all respects 
|| faithfully and honestly executed the trust; but 
| they have been gathered to their fathers, and 

it was left to their degenerate sons to break 
| their faith with us, and ‘insolently to attempt 
| to play the master where they were admitted 

as Scatinns. I trust, sis, if the representatives 
| of the North prove themselves unworthy of 
| their ancestors, we shall not prove ourselves 
| unworthy of ours; that we have the courage to 
| defend what they had the valor to win.[/The 
| Territories are the common property of the people 
of the United States, purchased by their common 
blood and treasure. You are their common agents; 
it is your duty, while they are in a territorial state, 
to remove all impediments to their free enjoyment 
|| by all sections and people of the Union, the slave- 
|| holder and the non-slaveholder. You have given 
|, the strongest indications that you will not per- 

form this trust—that you will appropriate to your- 
| selves all of this Territory, perpetrate all these 
} wrongs which I have enumerated; yet with these 
|| declarations on your lips, when soutiern men re- 
|| fused to act in party caucuses with you, in which 
; you have a controlling majority—when we ask 
| the simplest guarantee for the future—we are de- 
|, nounced out of doors as recusants and factionists, 
|| and indoors we are met with the cry of * Union, 
‘| Union.” Sir, we have passed that point. It is 
| too late. I have used all my energies from the be- 
} ginning of this question to save the country from 
| this convulsion. I have resisted what I deemed 

unnecessary and hurtful agitation. 1 hoped against 
|| hope, that a sense of justice and patriotism woul” 
| induce the North to settle these questions upon 
| principles honorable and safe to both sections of 
| the Union. I have planted myself upon a national 
| platform, resisting extremes at home and abroad, 
| willingly subjecting myself to the aspersions of 
| enemies, and, far worse than that, the miscon- 
|| struction of friends, determined to struggle for 
/and accept any fair and honorable adjustment 
| of these questions. I have almost despaired of 
any sch, at least from this House. We must 
arouse and appeal to the nation. We must tell 
them, boldly and frankly, that we prefer any 
calamities to submission to such degredation and 
injury as they would entail upon us; that we hold 
that to be the consummation of allevil. I have 
stated my positions. 1 have not argued them. 1 
These are 


| 
j 
| 
} 


principles upon which | act here. Give me secu- 
rities that the power of the organization which you 
seek will not be used to the injury of my constitu- 
| ents, then you can have my codperation, but not 


| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

|| reserve that for a future occasion. 
| 


|, till then. Grant them, and you prevent the recur- 
rence of the disgraceful scenes of the last twenty- 
| four hours, and restore tranquillity to the country. 
| Refuse them, and, as far as | am concerned, “ let 
|| discord reign forever.”’ 
i [Several times during the delivery of these re- 
|| marks, Mr. T. was interrupted by loud bursts of 
applause. | 
r. BAKER obtained the floor. 

A motion was now made (by whom the reporter 
could not learn) that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BAKER claimed the floor, but yielded it 
| for the moment, for purposes of explanation, to 
Mr. DUER, who briefly disavowed any desire 
| or intention, such as had been attributed to him 

by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. <caes 
| organize the House on sectional grounds. He 
|| (Mr. D.) believed that such imputations did in- 
|| justice not only to him, but to nime-tenths of the 
| northern members on his side of the House. He 
|| had distinctly stated that he was ready to give his 
| vote for any Whig, whether he came from the 
| North or the South. He had voted yesterday for 
| a Whig from the extreme South. He was pre- 
|| pared to do so again. 
1 Mr. INGE. Would you vote for the gentle- 
| man from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss?} 
|| Mr. DUER. 1 did not understand the gentle 
‘| man from Georgia as expressing himself hostile 
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to the Union, but only opposed to its continy. 
ance in case certain contingencies + hould 

With that understanding of his position, | woyig 
vote for the gentleman, if it were necessary to 
effect an organization of the House. But I would 
not vote to place in that chair any man, whether 
from the North or the South, who, I believed 
would use his power for the purpose of diesolving 
the Union. 

Mr. HARMANSON was. understood to jn. 
quire, Would you vote for a Wilmot proviso 
man? 

Mr. DUER. Without doubt I would. 

Mr. BAKER said, although among the weak. 
est and humblest of the northern men, I cannot 
reconcile it to my sense of duty, to permit the 
observations of the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Toomss] to pass, without immedi. 
ate and distinct reply; and while I know him to 
be one of the moat eloquent and gifted of the gen. 
tlemen of the South, it is precisely for this reason 
I shall utter this response, without unreasonable 
e~citement, and I trust in a becoming temper. 

l avow myself, in the first place, as decidedly in 
favor of what is called the Wilmot proviso. |t 
embodies a principle approved by my judgment, 
and dear to my heart; and yet, | may say at once 
in answer to questions such as those proposed to 
the honorable gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Dvuer,]} that I have not sought to make this a test 
in the selection of a Speaker, or the organization 
of this House. 

I would have cheerfully voted for the honorable 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. oe and | did 
on yesterday vote for the distinguished member 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Moreneap.} Sir, in voting 
thus, as in voting for Mr. Winrnrop, | have de. 
sired to selecta Whig as Speaker, known to me 
and to the country. ae not asked, and | would 
not ask, that his opinions upon the subject of sla- 
very should influence him in the selection of com- 
mittees; but I do desire that he should be a Whig, 
constant and reliable, and with this I have been 
and would be content. 

I desire, in the next place, to remark as to the 
threats of disunion, listened to so painfully, and 
so intensely. Sir, 1 deny that the great body of 
the people from the North have wished to raise 
such a question, or to excite unreasonable agita- 
tion; nor when the scenes and speeches of this day 
shall be spread before them, will they believe our 
brethren of the South to be in earnest. 

Mr. WALLACE. We will teach you that we 
are in earnest. 

Mr. BAKER. I should be obliged to gentlemen 
if they would tell me how this knowledge shall be 
imparted. ‘ 

Mr. WALLACE. When I said they would 
teach you, I spoke in the name of the people of 
the South, and in my opinion they will have their 
rights in spite of the North; and it is that we in- 
tend to teach you. 

Mr. BAKER. Sir, I profess myself still unable 
to learn from the gentleman’s explanation how we 
are to be taught. The North will stand by the 
Constitution, and thus stand by the Union. We 
will think, and act, and vote upon the proviso as 
Jefferson did. We will be governed by the me- 
jority of the people on this question. 

Mr. HILLIARD denied that a majority of the 
people had a right, under the Constitution, to 
divide it. 

Mr. BAKER. I repeat, sir, we will be governed 
by the will of the majority of the people, constitu: 
tionally expressed; but neither for the District of 
Columbia, or California, or New Mexico, will we 
desire, or even dream of a dissolution of the Union. 

Gentlemen, when you threaten a dissolution of 
the Union, we shall doubt. When you protest, 
we shall disclaim; but no fervid declarations, no 
fiery appeals to southern feeling, no solemn invo- 
cations to the Almighty, (as if indeed he was @ 
God of Discord,) will make us believe that here, 
in this Hall, there is one man who chambers in 
his secret heart a purpose so accursed and 50 
deadly. Sir, we do not believe the Union can ever 
be . No evidence shall convince us, until 
the deed is done; yet ifsuch a thing be possible, |! 
shall not be our fault. We shall not be intim'- 
dated by threats of violence. We shall not shrink 
from the calm expression of our deliberate judg- 
ment. We are here as freemen, to speak for free- 
man; and we will speak arfl act as becomes us, |0 
the face of the world and of posterity. Gentle- 
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| gissolution, that does not love the Union? Is there 
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men, who is there among us, amid all this talk of |' cies and probabilities of disunion. His object | should be made to intimidate them by threats of 
s | was practical and legitimate; it was to call back || this kind? I remember there was once a conven- 
a man in this vast assemblage, who, on the coolest | the attention of the House to the business before | tion assembled in my own State, composed of 
reflection, would not give his blood to cement it? | it—to the election of a Speaker. He hoped he | men who, forcharacter and intellect, were not sur- 
jg not this our country, and is it not all our } should have the concurrence of members in this | sed by the same number of men in this Union. 
country? [Applause.} Sir, I confess this response || pu ; oa were suspected of a want of attachment to 
dens my heart; and already I reproach myself Mr. McC. might appeal to the record of his the Union. Although I am bound to say, that so 
en I could waver in my confidence but for a mo- | course for the six or seven years he had been in | far as the members from Connecticut were con- 
ment. it was a mournful spectacle to a true- || Congress to show that he had acted upon national | cerned, I do not believe they ever entertained the 
minded man, when threats of disunion, fierce and | views and principles—that he had acted as became | idea of —. what southern gentlemen have open- 
biter, could draw forth shouts of eee from || an American Representative, seeking to do equal ly avowed their intention to do upon the happening 
entlemen on the other side of the House, as tri- || justice to every portion of the country. Heex- of a certain event; yet the suspicion of disloyalt 
umphant as if disunion were glory, and as if, in- | pected to continue todo so. In regard to the busi- | to the Union blasted their political prospects, “aa 
deed, the threat were already accomplished. And | ness on hand—the election of a Speaker—he had | sent them to their graves with that stain upon 
yet, sir, the echo contradicts the utterance. This | first voted for the member from Georgia, [Mr. | their otherwise fair fame. Let gentlemen on this 
shout for the Union will be taken up by the masses || Cops,] the nominee of northern as well as south- | floor take warning from their fate. The sin of 
until it becomes a@ perpetual anthem of hope and | ern Democrats, for near, perhaps quite, a week. | disunion_is one that will not be forgotten or for- 
joy. It will swell among the mountains of the | He had so voted from a sense of duty, under the || given. These gentlemen seem to suppose that the 
North, and travel with the winds across the | circumtsances, even to the exclusion of his col- || North would be the only sufferers by a dissolution 
prairies of the West. It will reverberate throu h || league and esteemed friend from Illinois, [Mr. | of the Union. These gentlemen are mistaken. 
all the vast extensions of the Confederacy, and be | Ricuarpson.] He had, in turn, after Mr. Cops | The States proposing secession bear the same re- 
repeated by a thousand advancing generations. | had been dropped, voted for his colleague, (Mr. | lation to the Union that a limb does to the body. 
Sir, in the name of the men of the North so rudely | R.,] and again for other gentlemen from different Amputation would disfigure and injure the body, 
attacked, and speaking what I know to be their || parts of the Union. | but the limb would perish. 
sentiments, I say a dissolution of this Union is, | And he was ready now, if it should be shown __ But, sir, I did not rise to make a speech, but 
must be, shall be, impossible, as long as an Ameri- || that a Democrat could not be elected, to vote for | simply to say that we of the North desire a calm, 
can heart beats in an American bosom, or the || any fair and just-minded Whig. He was for the | candid discussion of the matters in dispute between 
Almiglity sends His wisdom and His goodness to || organization of the House, and would resort to |’ us. We shall make no‘ threats, and shall not be 


uide and to bless us. || every honorable measure to accomplish that object. | disturbed by any that may be made by others. 

















[The delivery of these remarks was interrupted || He would consider it an indelible stizma upon || The people of the North love liberty, and wish 
several times weyers.) || American institutions, if, while we are professing | it secured to earth’s suffering millions; and so far 
Mr.STEPHENS, of Georgia, said, thathe never || to be political exemplars for the world, we should |, as it may be in their power, they will secure it to 


expected to live to see the day when, upon this | prove ourselves incompetent for one of the most | them, regardless of threats here or elsewhere. 

floor, he should be called upon to discuss the ques- |, simple and ordinary civil functions. Such aman- | Mr. COLCOCK. I have lister-4 with profound 
tion of the union of these States. If in early life ifestation would be one of the most serious blows || interest to the discussion which has taken place 
(continued Mr. S.) there was anything in my heart | that could be inflicted upon the cause of human || to-day, and 1 desire to say a few words in con- 


cherished above all others, it was the glorious com- 1 liberty. | nection with the remarks which fell from the gen- 
pact formed by our fathers of the revolutionary | Our institutions had so far rode out the storm of | tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Baxer.} That gentle- 
struggle. Sir, as has just been said, I believe that || war, the agitations of parties, in fact, every dan- | man observed—and his remark fell with peculiar 
so long as American hearts beat in American | ger that had threatened them. May they not, will | emphasis on my ear—that he did not believe the 


bosoms, the day will never come when the Union || they not do so in future, under the blessing of Di- || South was in earnest as to her determination not 
of these States shall be dissolved. But I tell that || vine Providence? He trusted they would. There | to remain in this Union if the legislation in regard 


gentleman, (Mr. Baxer,] and I tell this House— | was aconservative power in them which would | to her institutions which is threatened, should be 
whether he believes it or not, and whether the || rescue them from threatened harm—which would accomplished. 
people of the North believe it or not—that the day || lighten them over the shoals and quicksands of I confess, with some degree of mortification, that 


in which aggression is consummated upon any || sectional jealousies and divisions—which would | perhaps it is true the South has, by her conduct 
section of the country, much and deeply as I re- || preserve them as a priceless heritage of future | hitherto, exposed herself to this imputation; but I 
gret it, this Union is dissolved. | enerations, and as a model for oppressed man- rejoice to say, that the day has gone by when any 

However much gentlemen may refuse to believe | kind everywhere. This conservative principle of || question as to her deliberate purpose on this eub- 
it, they will find it true. The Union was formed || our institutions should Ye allowed room for play; | ject will ever again be made. 


for the benefit of all. We o*the South who came | it should be cultivated in a spirit of fraternity, | The gentleman has alluded to the fervid and 
into this Union, came. into it for mutual benefits || patriotism, and mutual concession, by every por- impassioned language which has fallen from the 
as well as you, gentlemen of the North. It was | tion of our common country. Let this be done, | lips of southern gentlemen to-day. 1 can assure 


not for the purpose of having aggressions com- || and all would be right—all would be safe. Let us | that gentleman, and this House, that [ desire not 
mitted either upon our rights or feelings that this || not rest upon unnecessary danger—let us not an- | to make this question a subject for rhetorical dis- 
Union was formed; and [tell the gentleman from || ticipate an evil which, if it were ypon us, would || play, and he is greatly mistaken if he supposes 
Illinois, and all gentlemen, from whatever sections |; be a tremendous calamity—let uMMeease a discus- | such is the feeling of any member on this floor 
of the Union they may come, be not deceived. || sion which must be painful to all, and which ap- || from my section of the Union. 


We do not intend to submit to aggressions on our | pears to me to be uncalled for. ‘‘ Sufficient for I desire to regard it in all its solemnity and im- 
rights; and’ I tell this House that every word || the day is the evil thereof.” _ portance, and with a full view of all the conse- 
uttered by my colleague [Mr. Toomss] meets Mr. McC. renewed his appeal to the House to || quences that surround it. In this spirit | declare 
my hearty response. [Applause.] 1 come back to the business in hand—the election of | that I believa the South is prepared to teach the 

If gentlemen suppose that by singing pans to | a Speaker. North that she is in earnest; and I here pledge 
this Union it is to be preserved, they will findthem- | Mr. CLEVELAND said: , myself, that if any bill should be passed at this 
selves mistaken. The Union was founded upon! Mr. Crerx: I am nota little astonished at the Congress abolishing slavery in the District of Co- 


justice—immutable justice—and right. {t was || exhibition of passion I have witnessed on this oc- lumbia, or incorporating the Wilmot proviso in 
not to render the weak subject to the aggressions | casion, by gentlemen of the South. Charges are any form, I will introduce a resolution in this 
of the strong. It is as well that this debate should | made of aggressions upon the rights of the South. House declaring in terms, that this Union ought to 
have come to-day as at any time, so that the great | When and where have these rights of the South _ be dissolved. 
American heart may be awakened. I believe that | ever been trespassed upon by the North? ! assure Mr. BAKER. Will the gentleman allow me to 
it has been slambering. We of the South feel | my southern friends that! am not aware of any ask him one question? 
that we are weaker. But, as has been said by my | unkind feeling toward them on the part of the Mr. COLCOCK. Certainly, sir; as many as 
colleague, gentlemen may speak of the Union, and || North, and I am sure there is no disposition to you please. j 
may attempt to organize parties upon attachments || invade their rights. We shall exhibit no passion Mr. BAKER. Will such a resolution dissolve 
to the Union; but whenever a party is organized | on this subject; but we have rights—the cause of the Union? [am aware that such language has 
upon that principle, it must also be on the prin- | liberty has claims upon us, and asking nothing but |, been held in South Carolina for the last eighteen 
ciples of justice. Would you have us of the || what is clearly right, and coolly determining what | years. 
South to be an appendage to the Union?* Would that is, the North will be as firm and immovable | Mr. COLCOCK. I do not say that the mere 
you have us submit to aggression upon aggression? in main’aining it as are the foundations of the hills | introduction of such a resolution would of itself 
tell you, for one—and I do not intend to debate | upon which we live. We love and cherish the dissolve the Union; but when the vote is taken on 
this question to-day—before that God who rules | Union, and the’South as a part of the Union. Our _ it here, and followed, as I know it will be, by the 
the universe, I would ratler that the southern | fathers fought together the fight of the Revolution | action of the southern people, that I am satisfied 
country should perish—that all her statesmen and || under the command of their greatsouthern Captain, that the North will be convinced that the South is 
all her gallant spiritsshould be buried in honora- | and together triumphed. We are enjoying the | in earnest on this vital question. 
ble graves, than submit for one instant to degrada- | traits of that triumph. What is the apology for | _ I know it has been the fashion to talk of South 
tion. And I say, as Kossuth said, of the man | this exhibition of bitter sectional feeling ? What Carolina abstractions; but I rejoice to find that 
who will not stand up for his section, “ the curses | does the South ask of the North? That we shall these abstractions have now assumed the form and 
of the eternal God would rest upon his head.” I forget that we are freemen—the representatives of | pressure of solemn truth, and South Carolina has 
Mr. McCLERNAND ‘ose, and (after a brief | freemen? That we should yield our opinions, now the proud satisfaction of seeing arrayed 
conversation with several gentlemen around him, i our principles to their dictation? This cannot around her her gallant sisters, Georgia, Alabama, 
pe dn ae ee en of the House) proceed- | be. ies lican government rests upon the will | Mississippi, and Virginia, whom she will be proud 
y» 





ich must — Sake otract adebate | of the people, expressed by majorities. Our dif- to follow wherever they may lead. 
ter of the Hn ma i | i is principle. | 1, for one, do not the discussion which 
ber of the Howse aa dete upon the ‘eodtindéat i woe must be decided upon this principle r one, do regret the discussion w 


tingen- 


it be tolerated by the South, if attempts | has taken place to-day. I do not wish to see this 
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question adjourned,‘nor will I consent to any ex- | uttered nevertheless with extreme deference to the || but of eve 


ients which may postpone it—I wish not to || maturer judgement and to the longer experience of 


oon it for my children to meet, 
once, and be settled now and forever. : 
Mr. ALLEN addressed the House in expo- 
sition and defence of the principles of the Free-Soil 
party. 


tion. 
Mr. HILLIARD folliewed in some remarks, 
(of which a report will be published in the Appen- 


dix,) expressive of his views on the question at || 
| timents which had fallen from him met witha | 


issue between the North and the South. 
In the course of Mr. HILLIARD’S remarks— 
Mr. HUBBARD rose and asked leave to say a 
few words in explanation. 
Mr. HILLIARD having yielded the foor— 
Mr. HUBBARD proceeded to say, that refer- 
ence had been made to a letter which had been 


addressed by him tothe gentleman from Indiana, || 


it come at |) 


[Mr. A.’s remarks will be published in | 


the Appendix.) Mr. A. yielded the floor sev- || 
eral times for purposes of inquiry and explana- | 


i 


| 
i 
| 
i] 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


{Mr. Brown] He(Mr. H.) had a copy of that | 
letter, and would send it to the “ Union”’ Office, for 


publication in to-morrow’s paper. 


ter; Jet us have the letter.”’] 
Mr. HUBBARD then produced the letter, and 
read it to the House, as follows: 
Wasuinoron, December 10, 1849. 


other gentlemen in the proceedings of this body— 
in his own humble opinion, that discussion was ill- 
timed, injudicious, premature, and would be pro- 
= of no good, but, as he believed, of mach 
evil. : 

The gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] 
who had first addressed the House, had certainly 
made a very eloquent appeal. He (Mr C.) had 
listened to it with great pleasure. In many of the 
oe which that gentleman had uttered, he 
(Mr. C.) entirely concurred, and many of the sen- 


| 


| who had subsequently addressed the House to-day. 


hearty response in his bosom. Of that he pre- 


Still, however, the gentleman must allow him to 
say that, in his (Mr. C.’s) opinion they had cried 
out a littl too soon. They had sounded an 
alarm which he was fearful would not be confined 


to the walls of this Capitol, but would, before to- | 
| morrow morning, be carried upon the lightning’s | 
{Cries in all parts of the House: ** Read the let- 


wing from one extremity of this Union to the 


|| other. Thatalarm, he repeated, had, in his opin- 


Dear Sin: When I left my constituents, they understood | 


that I woutd not knowingly support any one for office who 
would not aid them in securing their institutions against 
further aggression, and [ determined to support for Speaker 


of the House of Representatives a northern Democrat who | 
would not in any manner interfere with their rights of | 


raperty in slaves, as secured by the Constitution of the 
Batted States, according to our understanding of that in- 
struments and, with a view to a mutual understanding upon 
this subject, I respectfully request your answer to the fol- 
lowing interrogatories: 

Ist, Are you in favor of the Wilmot proviso? 

24. Do you beiieve that Congress has the power to abol- 
ish stavery in the District of Columbia, or elsewhere, or to 
pass any act intended to effect that object? 

Permit me, in conclusion, to assure you that, in the event 


' 


| 


your answers should assert a principle which will give my | 


eonstituents the protection intended by the Constitution, | 


sirall moat gladly support you for that office ; and it is with || 


a view aloue to Uieir protection that I have addressed you | 


thie note. 


Be pleased to answer before the House meets on Monday. 


Respectfully, &c., 
DAVID HUBBARD. 
fon. W. J. Brown, of [ndiana. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, addressing 


Mr. Hupparp, inquired whether any answer, || 
verbal or otherwise, had been given to that letter, | 


in reply to this interrogatory ? 


| 
| 
' 
} 
| 
} 
| | 
| 


ion, been sounded before there was an 

| for it. 
The gentleman from Georgia who first addressed 
| the House [Mr. Toomss] had said, that he per- 
ceived that the sole difficulty which had thus far 
frustrated all attempts to effect an organization of 
| this House, was the existence of a strong sectional 
| feeling here, and a desire on the part of both sec- 
tions of the Union, to organize the House with 
reference to sectional and territorial divisions. 
Upon this supposition the gentleman appeared to 


y necessity 


| must be permitted to say, (and he said it with 
| unmingled pleasure, and with the utmost sincerity,) 
that his own observation of the proceedings of the 
House since he had been in his seat, had brought 
him to a decidedly opposite conclusion. He 
thought, on the other hand, that the sole difficulty 
which prevented the organization of the House 
was the decided aversion felt by an immense ma- 
jority of the members to any organization which 


| was founded upon sectional or territorial divisions. | 


|, And here he might be permitted to ask the gentle- 


i 


Mr. HUBBARD siated that the gentleman from | 


indiana, {Mr. Brown,] had not given him a 


|| section of country in a majority here? 


written answer, but had called at his lodgings with | 
a speech delivered by him some four years since, | 


as evidence of his opinions, in which he (Mr. £1.) |) 


could see nothing objectionable. But yet, by rea- 


eon of the gentleman’s refusal to give a written |) 


answer, he (Mr. H.) would not vote for him, until 
pressed by his party friends, and until other gen- 
tlemen, in whom he confided, gave him assurances 
that the gentleman was sound upon those ques- 
tions. Then, and not uutil then, he had voted 
reluctantly for him, 

Mr. BROWN here rose and said, that the senti- 
ments expressed by him in the speech to which 


the gentieman from Alabama [Mr. Hussarp] || 
had alluded were his sentiments now, and that all || 


he (Mr. B.) had said to that gentleman, he was 
now ready to say again. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he did not complain of 
anything the gentleman had said. 

Mr. HILLIARD having resumed the floor, and 
concluded his remarks— 

Mr. LEVIN moved that the House do now ad- 

ourn, 7 
: {Loud expressions of dissent, and demands for 
a cuil of the roll on the election of Speaker. } 

Mr. CONRAD appealed to the gentleman from 
Peunsyivama (Me. Levin} to withdraw bis motion 
to adjourn, to enable him (Mr, C.) to address a 
very few remarks to the House. 

Mr. LEVIN expressed his willingness to do so, 
on the suggestion that the gentieman should renew 
the motion. 

Mc. CONRAD then took the floor. 
that he had listened with a great deal of attention, 


which had takea place in this Hall to-day. He 
regretted exceedingly that that discussion should 
have taken place; be his own opinion, which he 





| 


| 
| 
He said || 


| dist 
and certainly with some pain, to the discussion | ten days, a gentleman 


man whether, if it were the desire of that section 


of the Union which the gentleman considered op- || 


posed to his own, and it were the desire of the north- 
ern portion of this House to organize upon sectional 
| and territorial principles, what had prevented its 
organization until this moment? Was not that 


notin an imm@pse majority ? 


crats—that the House should be organized upon 
| sectional divisions, might it not have been organ- 
ized on the very first day, or upon any subse- 
| quent day of the session ? 

But he had observed that the same party lines 
existed in the House that existed in the State 
which the gentleman in part represented, and in 
his own, 
small fragment representing a party known to ex- 
ist in one section of the Union, was divided into 
Whigs and Democrats. He believed that there 
were one hundred and three members belonging to 
the Democratic party. He did not speak of Anti- 
| slavery and Wilmot proviso men who were pro- 
fessedly elected on that issue. He spoke of the 
Democratic party proper; and that party, if he 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
' 


| was not mistaken, numbered about one hundred |; 


and three members. The gentleman from Georgia, 
ver: Coss,] the candidate of the Democratic party 
| for the Speakership, received one hundred and 
| three votes, and these one hundred and three votes 
| were composed of Democrats coming indiscrim- 
| inately from the north and the south of Mason and 
| Dixon’s line. 

On the other hand, the Whigs of this House 
| met in caucus, and—with the exception of a very 
few gentlemen not coming from the North, among 
whom was the gentleman who had preceded him 
in the debate—nominated for the Speakershin, at 
| a period of unprecedented difficulty, and surround- 
ed as they were by the storm of passion which had 
urbed the proceedings of this body for the last 

pe Wiytsrop] who had 
heretofore discharged the duties of the station in a 
manner which had secured to him the confidence, 
he (Mr. C.) would not say of every Whig only, 


sumed it was unnecessary that he should assure | 
the gentleman, or his colleague, [Mr. Srernens,] | 


have based his course of action. Now he (Mr. C.) | 


Was it | 
And if it were the | 
desire of northern gentlemen—Whigs and Demo- | 


This House, with the exception of a | 


= es 
Y wie and of every Democrat from 
one end of this Union to the other; for he had 
never heard any difference of opinion expressed ; 
relation to that gentleman’s impartiality and abilit 
That gentleman was nominated by the Whig oe 
cus, unanimously, with the exception of the + 
| gentlemen from Georgia, and a few others oh 
'| had acted with them. There were, he believed 
|| 102 Whigs in this body, excluding the genie’ 
| man from Georgia, [Mr. Toomas,] who had ad. 
| dressed the House, and the other gentleman [Mr 
| Srepnens) from the same State, who had subse. 
quently spoken, and four others. Mr. Winrirop 
had received 101 votes for Speaker, and these 
|| votes were composed indiscriminately of gentle. 
men from the north and the south of Mason and 
Dixon’s line. Did this look like an anxious ¢.. 
| sire, on the part of a majority of this House, o 
} even of any very respectable number of members 
to effect an organization upon sectional or territo. 
| rial prnctiees In his opinion, it indicated a pre. 
| cisely opposite desire. On the contrary, it indj. 
cated a desire to adhere to those same party lines 
which for benaty years had divided the people of 
this country. And the difficulty of organization 
| had arisen from the fact that there were a few, 
comparatively very small number of members 
| who had thus far refused to codperate upen hon. 
|| orable principles with either of these two parties, 
| It was not his object or design to impugn the con- 
|| duct or arraign the acts, far less to question the 
_ perfect purity and honesty of intention of any gen- 
| Ueman, especially those gentlemen of his own 
| party, for whose opinion and character, public and 
| private, he felt the utmost respect, and even ac. 
| miration. But he begged leave to differ from them 
|| on this question. His opinion was, that the alarm 
| which had been raised here was unnecessary; and 
|| therefore he could not concur entirely in the course 
| which some gentlemen pursued, though he consid- 
| 


ered it a great misfortune that he was constrained 
to differ from them. 

These were the remarks which, when he asked 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Levin) wo 
withdraw his motion for adjournment, he had de- 
| sired to address to the House. He should not be 
|| enticed away by his feelings, on the one hand, nor 
by the arguments he had heard, on the other, from 
| the resolution he had formed not to be drawn into 
|| @ premature discussion upon the subject of the 
Wilmot proviso. Such a discussion was worse 
than useless; it could lead to no good result, but 
‘| would be productive of positive mischief. He 
| therefore hoped that the House would adopt the 
suggestion of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Dver,] and adjourn to some future day—either to 
Saturday or Mactan s--eith a view to confer upon 
the best mode of effecting an organization of the 
| House, and purely to the dispatch of the public 
| business. 

Mr. C. having concluded— 
| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, obtained the 
floor. He was, he said, no extremist in opinion. 
| If there was any one district in the country which 
1 felt a deep and abiding interest in the question un- 
der consideration, he represented that district. He 
| had been astonished to hear the value of the Union 
| calculated here to-day. He had been astonished 
|| to hear the appeals which, from both geographical 
| extremes of the country, had been made here \- 
'day. He believed that the astonishment which he 
| himself felt would be responded to by the amaze- 
ment which would strike deep into the hearts of 
the people of this Republic. 

For one, he was unwilling to adjourn. He had 
| heard from a gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. 

ALLEN,] who represented one class of opinions, an 
appeal to the North to tarry until to-morrow, and 
organize the House upon sectional grounds. He 
had heard from the gentlemen from Georgia [Mr. 
Toomss and Mr. Steruens]} the declaration that 
discord might reign in, this Hall until the House 
could be organized, by concessions made to their 
opinions and wishes. He had heard a member of 
the Democratic party [Mr. McLane} attempt 0 
rally his party to an organization of this House oa 
the mere principle of opposition to the Adminis 
tration. He asked muons of this House whether 
it was oe aneone it was fair—whether it wes 
proper that the work that remained to be done 
should be done in secret? For one, he claimed © 
be a friend of the Union; a lover of his country, 
and of its institutions. The country expected 
that they would remain here and organize—that 
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they would consummate the preliminary arrange- 
ments for the dispatch of the public husiness. He 
was in favor of sitting here, and not giving gentle- 
men representing any extreme a further oppor- 
wnity to strike at what he conceived to be public 
disorganization. Were there not friends enough 
of order and of anion in this Hall now—after the 
declaration of opinions from all the extremes—to 
say that they would no longer procrastinate, but 
would proceed to the dispatch of the public busi- 
ness? If there were, he appealed to them to stand 
frm, and not to adjourn until, as the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. McLane] has suggested, a 
fair portion of the day had been given to the public 


interests. {Applause.] 
wa McLANE desired to say a word of ex- 
jJanation. 


There were now loud demands over the Hall 
that the roll should again be called. ; 

The Clerk invited the tellers, whose duty it has 
been to count the votes on the election of Speaker, 
to resume their seats at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that there 
be a call of the House. He had no doubt, he said, 
that some gentlemen had left the Hall under the 
impression that no further voting would take 

lace to-day. 

(Cries: “* They should not have left; call the 

oll.” 
; Mr STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved that 
the House adjourn. ‘ 

And the question having been taken, and decided 
in the negative, the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JONES insisted on his motion that there 
be a call of the House. 

The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So the House decided that there should not be 
acall of the House. 


~VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 


The House thereupon proceeded to vote, viva 
voce, for the election of Speaker. 
Messrs. Hittianp of Alabama, Strone of 
Pennsylvania, Duer of New York, and Miter 
of Ohio, resumed their seats at the Cierk’s table, 
as tellers to count the vote. 
The roll was then calied the forty-first time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 224; necessary to a choice 113; 
of which— 
Mr. Winthrop received......+s..ss0000+ +09 
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RR OO Sree eer ee Pe ere 
Mr. Thaddeus Stevens......cseseesseeee 4 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For R. C, Messrs. Alexander, Alston, An- 
drews, Ashmun, Bennett, Breck, Briggs, Rrooks, Burrows, 
Chandler, Clarke, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Dixon, Duer, 

nean, Fowler, Picedley, Goodznow, Gould, Grin- 
hell, Hay, Iiebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hunter, Jackson, D. P. 
King, G. G. King, J. G. King, J. A. King, Marshall, Matte- 
son, Meacham, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, ix, Put- 


ham, Reew Reynolds, Ri » Rockwell, Rose, Ru . 

Schermerhs Dehontenth, Steer, Spee . came, 

wai: = pahompeon, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, 

Por Howell Cybh—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 

Heoma, We be Bro Buel Denuntenm inert 
ue 

Green, Hackett, Hall, § He , Haralson, Har- 


Jobnson, Kaufman, J. 
Meade, Miilson, Orr, Potter, Robbins, Ross : 
Richard H. Stanton, Wallace, Weliborn, Wildrick, and 
W oodwased. 


Cleveland, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Leffler, Littlefield, Morris, Olds, Peas- 
lee, Peck, Sawtelle, Stetson, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, | 
Whittlesey, and Wood. 


Joseph P. Caldwell, Casey, Deberry, Hatloway, Hampton, 
Haymond, Kerr, M 

Pitman, Schenck, Shepperd, 
throp. 


















manson, Sampson W. Harris, ‘l’. L. Harris, Howard 
drew Johnson, Jones, La Sére, R. M. 
Milter, Morse, Parker, Phelps, Richardson, Savage, Thomas 
‘Jacob Thompson, W. Thompson, and Young. 


For Linn Boyl—Messts. Burt, George A. Caldwell, H. || a majority was neither the Constitution of the 


McLane, Me 


Colcock, Daniel tds 8 iimore, [.G. Harris, R. W. 
Mann, ason, MeDowell, McQueen, | 


For E D. Potter—Messre. Bingham, Joseph Cable, 
mimnick, Doty, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Harlan, 


For Btward Stanly—Messra. Anderson, Bokee, Bowie, 


cGaughey, Moore, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Watkins, Williams, and Win- 


For Charles S. Morehead—Messrs. Baker, C. Butler, E. C. 


Cabell, Nathan Evans, J. L. Johason, Mc Kissock, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, and ‘Toombs. 


For Thomas H. Buyly—Messrs. Holladay, Holmes, Me. 


Mallen, Powell, Seddon, and Venabie. 


Por David Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee, and 


Giddings. 


For Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. Calvin, Dickey, H. Mann, 


and Nes. 


For Edward W. MceGaughey--Messr8. T. B. Butler, Cole, 


and Sackett. 


For Robert C. Schenck— Messrs. Campbell and Crowell. 
For James Mc Dowell—Mesars. W. R. W. Cobb and Me- 


Lanahan. 


For Willis A. Gorman—Messrs. Disney and Dunham. 
For Robert M. McLane—Messrs. Albertson and Cartter. 
For George W. Jutian—Messrs. Howe and Root. 


Van D. ke. 


For John 4. McClernand—Messrs. Robinson and James | 


Thompson. 
For David Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 
For we Murshali—Mr. A. Evans. 
For .irmistead Burt—Mr. Featherston. 
For Daniel Breck—Mr. Hoaston. 
For Frederick P. Stanton—Mr. Hubbard, 
For Williem Strong—Mr. Preston King. 
For Charles M. Oonrad--Mr. Levin. 
For andrew Johnson—Mr. McClernand. 
For George Ashmun—Mr. Thaddeus Stevens. 
For Jumes X. M:Lanuhun— Vir, Strong. 
For David T. Disney—Mr. Swectser. 
For Joseph M. Root—Mir. Tuck. 
For Kinsley 8S. Bingham—Mr. Wiimot. 


No choice. 


Whereupon, on motion of Mr. HOUSTON, at 


a late hour— 
The House adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve 
o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivar, December 14, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
Mr. FELCH asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the aoe and papers of Wil- 
liam Woodbridge an 
was granted. 


After an interval of some time, a motion was | 


made that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 


Mr. FOOTE hoped the motion would not pre- | 


vail. It was extremely desirable that the message 
and accompanying public documents should be 
spread before the country with as little delay as 
possible; and as it was by no means certain that 


the organization of the other branch would not be | 


effected in time to allow of receiving them to-mor- 
row, he thought it would be impolitic to adjourn 
over. 


The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on | 


the motion, and a division having been called for, 
the vote stood—ayes 11, noes 23. 
So the motion did not prevail. 


After a farther interval, and there being no busi- || 


ness before the Serate, 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friar, December 14, 1849. 


| ernment, was not the law of the la 


An. '| L replied that the-will of a nisjority, in. our Gov- 
, 
’ || cordance with the Constitation. That the will of 


} 


Henry Chipman; which | 
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unless in ac- 


Government nor an authoritative interpretation of 


, F. P. Suanton, || the Constitution. 


_ [can conceive of no greater tyranny than would 

| exist if we were subjecied to the will of a majority. 

| Happily for us, in our Government we are pro- 

tected against such tyranny by the provisions of 

| the Constitution. When the popular will is ex- 

e— in a constitutional form, it becomes law; 

vat when it transcends the limits of the Constitu- 

_ tion, it is not entitled to the authority of law. Be- 

lieving, as I do, that the measure known as the 

Wilmot proviso cannot be passed without a viola- 

| tion of the rights enjoyed by a portion of the peo- 

ple of the United States protected by the Constitu- 
tion, | deny the right of a majority to pass it. 

As to a dissolution of the Union, if it should un- 
happily ever take place, it cannot be consummated 
here. We can only inform the people that a crisis 
has arrived which demands their action. They 
will then take such steps as they may think it be- 
comes them to take, under the solemn responsi- 

bilities of their duty to their country, to them- 
selves, and to mankind, 

Mr. HILLIARD having concluded— 


| Mr. ASHMUN obtained the floor. 
For Henry W. Hilliard—Messrs. Finis E. McLean and | 


CORRECTION OF A VOTE. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, asked and ob- 
tained permission of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Asusun] to correct an error in the 
| Daily Globe of this morning, as to his vote for 
| Speaker, on the last vote which occurred yester- 
| day. He found himself, in that paper, recorded 

as having voted for Luctus B. Peck. That was a 

mistake. The error was probably owing to the 
| similarity in sound between the name of that gen- 

tleman and the name of the gentleman for whom 
he cast his vote. The gentleman for whom he 
| voted on that occasion, was Daniet Brece, of 
Kentucky, and not Mr. Peck, as erroneously re- 
— in that paper. He hoped the error would 
corrected, 

Mr. ASHMUN then proceeded to say, that he 
|| had risen to offer, for the consideration of the 
|| members, a mode of organizing the House which, 
|| he thought, was the only practicable mode that 
| could be adopted. He felt sure that after the 
| scenes which had taken place yesterday in this 
'| Hall, every gentleman would see not only the 
| importance, but the necessity of organizing this 
| body without further delay. it was well known to 

the members that the CLer« possessed no power 
| to preserve order here. He sat at the desk merely 

by the courtesy of members. He had no power 
over the police of this House, or over the galleries, 
or over the lobbies; and uniess that power was 
vested somewhere, the scenea which were wit- 
| messed here yesterday might be witnessed here 
again. Looking not only to the opinions and 
the interests of the public, but to the peace and 
orderly conduct of the proceedings in the House 
itself, it was essential that a Speaker should be 
|| elected at once; and he begyed leave to say, that 
|| whether the gentleman who might be chosen 
|| Speaker were a Whig or a Democrat, was a 
| matter of much less importance than that there 
|| should be @ Speaker. If the choice should fall 
| upon the gentieman from Georgia, [Mr. Cops,} 
|| the House knew the character of that gen:leman 


sufficiently well to know that the ordinary duties 
| Of the chair would be discharged with abiiny. If 
| the choice should fall, as he (Mr. Asumun)thsught 
|| it should, upon the late Speaker of this House, 
|| (Mr. Winturop,) the House and the country 
|, possessed a sufficient guarantee of the manner in 





The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | which the duties of the office would be discharged 
‘The floor was claimed by a number of gentle- | from the manner in which they had already been 
men, and was awarded by the Clerk to || discharged by him. His (Mr. Asnaun’sy own 
Mr. HILLIARD, who said: I desire to correct | OPiMIon was, that the House and the country 
the report of a remark made by me yesterday, in _ should be saved from the disorder which would be 
reply to the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Baxer,) || the certain result of the longer continnance of the 
as I find it in the Globe of this morning. I aim || Present state of things. : : 
reported to have said, that a majority of the peo- | Mr. A. then sent his resolution to the Crern’s 
ple had no right, under the Consutution, to divide || ble, which was read, as follows: 
ba DA lot | pecker sins voce, snd If pan the: Gest ext of tbe felt no 
This is an entire misconception of my remarks; | , 
it is almost precisely the converse of it. Under- |, Ter naste ba echions ao eel age pend a -_ 
standing the gentleman [Mr. Baxea] to say that | highest number of votes, provided it be not less than one- 
he wouid leave the question known as the 


proviso to be decided by a majority of the people, 


ilmot | third of che whole, shall be dectared to be chosen. 
Mr. WOODWARD anid, that the resolution 
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offered by the gentléman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Asumun] suggested such action as should take 
place after the House should have gone through 
another courseof voting. He might say, that be- 
fore the House could be poe to adopt the reso- 
lution, or the members could prepare themselves 
to act upon it—assuming that they were prudent— 
it might be necessary that a consultation should 
take place. He held in his hand a proposition in 
relation to the action of the House upon the elec- 
tion of Speaker; and as the action proposed by 


the 


—— from Massachusetts was ulterior, 
he (Mr. 


W.) appealed to the courtesy of the gen- 


tleman, to allow him to bring his resolution to the | 


notice of the House. He thought that, perhaps, 
the: proposition would be such as this House 
would entertain. At all events, he desired that i 


subject to be taken up at any future time. 


|| substituted. If the H 
|, adopt the resolution, he would su 


| 


keeper, a Postmaster, were as indispensable to 
the House in its proceedings, as any other pre- 
liminary arrangement. He would not, he re- 
| peated, insist upon the name of any particular 
| gentleman. He had notindicated him. Circum- 
| stances had done so; and if circumstances should 
more strongly suggest the name of another indi- 
|| vidual, he was willing that that name should be 
ouse was not prepared to 
t that it 


|| should be laid upon the table, that it might be 
his resolution was instantaneous, whilst that of || taken up ata future day. 


As the objection might be made that a tempo- 
|, rary Speaker could not be elected, except by a 


|| thought the objection had no force. It was true 
| that, in the decisions of courts, some such doctrine 


t || had been advanced; but no court had any authority 
might be laid upon the table, and remain there, || here. 


The members of this House were them- 
selves the fountain-head of parliamentary law; it 


Mr. ASHMUN said that there could be no ob- || began with them; and its binding precedents were 


jection to the gentleman’s resolution being brought || to 


before the House for its information. 

Mr. WOODWARD thereupon read the propo- 
sition which he wished to present, and which was 
in the following words: 

Resolved, That Linn Boyp, the senior member of the 


House, be and he is hereby, chosen Speaker pro tem., and 
that, upon his assuming the chair, the House will proceed 


found with themselves in this hall. And if. 


vacancy of a regular Speaker, he would say he |, 


| Mr. ASHMUN said, No, he had 

_way. He desired that the vote should 
his own resolution. 

Mr. ROOT expressed the 

he had listened to the frank 

by the 


not given 
be taken op 


pleasure ie whieh 
expression of yj 
ntleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Wi 
_LtaMs,) though he differed with the gentleman jg 
| many ts. But he could not for the life of 

him understand by what right the gentleman 
Tennessee should prescribe to him a. R.) the 
Tule by which he should vote—should say, by , 
| proposition which he called upon the House 

adopt, that he should vote for the caucus candidate, 
| or lose his vote. 

Mr. WOODWARD interposed, and desired tp 
| Suggest very respectfully, to the gentleman from 
| Ohio, that they debate and act upon the resolution 
| before the House. 
| Mr. ROOT replied that he would suggest to hig 
] friend from South Carolina, that if he would read 
_ the resolution before the House, he would not find 
|| it to differ much in principle from that of which the 





|| they thought it empedient that a temporary Speaker || gentleman from Tennessee had given notice. |; 


| should succeed a regular one, they could so order. || was, perhaps, a little more decorous in its 


| moa not the House already, in a manner, done || but in principle there was very little difference, 
|| thiss 


to the election of Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, and | 
Postmaster; and upon the election of those officers, the | 


House will proceed to vote for a regular Speaker, and will || 


continue 80 to vote, from day to day, until a regular Speaker 
vhall be elected. And, in the mean time, the said temporary 
Speaker shall not ap 
House, nor shall the House itself elect any, or entertain any 
petition, bill, or proposition whatever, looking to legislation, 
until such regular Speaker shal! have been duly elected. 


The resolution having been read— 


nt any committee on behalf of the | 


Mr. WOODWARD said, he hoped he might be | 


permitted briefly to present to the House some 
of the considerations which had induced him to 
offer it. 

in the first place, he would suggest that his in- | 
dication of the individual was not invidious. 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Boyp] was indi- 
cated as the senior member of the House. He | 
believed that the gentleman from Massachusetts 

Mr. Winxturor}) was as clearly indicated, as | 

aving been the last presiding officer of the House; | 
and he (Mr. Woopwarp) would say, that if a 
majority of the members should vote to substitute 
the name of Mr. Wintnaop, he would neverthe- 
less vote for it. 

There was now as much necessity as there had 
been at any time, if not more, for police officers in 
thia Hall. There had been no time, nor was it 
likely that there would be any time, under a regu- 
lar organization of the House, when the services | 
of a Sergeant-at-Arms had been so much demand- 
ed. He meant no reflection upon either side of the 


House— W higs or Democrats. They were resolv- © 


ing themselves into a mob. 

{Cries of ** Oh! no”—** Not aoe. 

Mr. WOODWARD, (continuing.) He did not | 
mean to say that they had as yet become such; but 
he did .say that the process had elready com- | 
menced. That was true. The lobbies, exterior 
to the bar, the galleries, and the aisles in all de- 

. partments of the Capitol, were filled with crowds of 
ople. if such a scene as had taken place in this | 
jouse yesterday should occur again, ne man | 
knew what might follow. If aserious conflict had | 
taken place between those members, in less than 
three minutes three hundred strangers would have 
rushed Into this Hall. He repeated, that he in- 
tended no reflection upon the House, or upon any | 
ioular member of it. He spoke of the House, 
inclusive of himeelf, and of all other members of 
it, when he said, that the process of resolving them- | 
selves ao mob —_ alread ae teed es 
process gone enough. e ho that it 
would go no further. The House ought to or- 
—- with a view to action, not upon the country, 
t 


once. Let these officers proceed to discharge their 
—— duties. What inconvenience, he would 

,» could result from the appointment of a Speaker 
protem.? What harm could follow? It ccuid be 
no party triumph, even if it were claimed as suc: 
Whatinterests could suffer any disadvantage? ‘The 
object of ization had reference to the internal 
economy of the House. It was to act upon the 
members themselves; it was to enforce order; to 
provide the instruments without which the House 
could not proceed. A Sergeant-at-Arms, a Door- 


The || 


| tees 
we 


Why was Mr. Sargent stationed at that 
| desk, or Mr. Horner at the door? It was by the 
| force of the condition of things which now existed. 
These officers were no more connected with this 
House than was the late Speaker. 

Mr. W. having concluded— 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee said : 

Mr. Crerx: I had attempted to get the floor for 


| in my hand, but failed to do so, the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts having obtained the floor and 
| offered his resolution, which differs some little 

from the resolutions that I shall presently send to 

the Clerk’s table to be read. The remarks just 
| made by the gentleman from South Carolina must 
| satisfy every member of the necessity of a speedy 
organization of the House. 1 am a Whig, sir, 
and I came here anxious indeed that the party to 


| which 1 belong should elect a Speaker friendly to || 


the Administration—a Speaker that would so 


| arrange the committees that it would give to the 


distinguished individual at the head of the Govern- 
ment an opportunity of placing fairly before the 
country the measures and policy that will mark 
and distinguish this Administration. But, sir, as 


|| anxious as I am and have been to accomplish 
| that object, I feel it to be my duty to offer this 


| resolution, which will, if adopted by the House, 
end the contest in a few votes, and elect a Speaker. 
Should that individual be the distinguished gentle- 


man from Massachusetts, | would be pleased in- || 


deed; but should he be the distinguished gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] L shall be content, be- 
lieving that he will discharge the duties of the sta- 
tion with dignity and ability. I am aware, sir, 
that this resolution will be viewed by a small party 
in this House as aniron rule. Be it so; for one, 
sir, | am willing to take the responaibility, and 


| run roughshod over that small party, believing that 


the public interest requires that | should do so. 
It is better, sir, that the feelings of a small party 
should be outraged, than that the interest of the 
public should suffer. 
parties have a large majority upon the floor, and 
the Speaker should be elected from one or the 
other of those great parties; and if my resolution 
is adopted, it will produce that result; and the two 

| parties owe it to themselves to adopt this resolu- 
tion and put an end to this contest. 1 now send 
y5u the resolutions to be read: 

Whereas the public interest requires that turther delay 
in the organization of the House of Representatives should 
not take place; and whereas the past experience of the ten 
days’ voung establishes the fact that itis extremely difficult 
to accomplish so desirable a result: 

Be it therefore resolved, That no vote given for any mem- 
ber shall be counted by the tellers, unless euch individual 
80 voted for shall have been nominated by his friends for the 


|) station of Speaker. 


upon itself, Let them elect their officers at || 


Be it further resolved, That after the different gentlemen 
who are spoken of by their friends for that station shall have 
been nominated, the House shall proceed to vote viva voce 
for «< individual so nominated; and the individual who 
“se. 2.2 smallest number of votes upon the first count, 
* ae eaall be withérawa, continuing the rule of with- 


drawing /e name of the individual who receives the small- 


|| ¢%. wteever of votes, until there is an election for the 


, Speaker. 

| Mr. WOODWARD inquired whether he had 
understood the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Asumun] a8 giving way for his (Mr, W.’s) 
resolution? 


the purpose of offering the resolutions that | hold || 


The Whig and Democratic |) 


form, 


| Mr. WILLIAMS explained that his resoly. 

|| tion did not confine gentlemen, in their Votes, 
to caucus candidates, but left every man at lib. 

erty at first to vote for whom he chose. He moved 

| his resolution as an amendment to that of Mr. 

| ASHMUN. 

Mr. ROOT still held the floor. 

Cries of ‘* Let us vote”’—* Question.’’} 

r. ROOT proceeded further to say that he ob. 
| jected to the whole thing—to both resolutions. He 
did not pretend that the majority of this House 
| had not the right to organize: he knew that was 
| the way in which it must be done; he was content 
| and desirous that it should be done in that way. 
| It should be done as quickly as possible. He did 
| not ask that the House should go out of the two 
great parties for a candidate, but he merely asked 
that he have the right to vote for whom he wished, 
He did not wish any member proscribed asa can- 
didate until he was seontsinal. by the election of 
another. If one party could not elect a candidate 
of their own, let them support some one taken 
| from the other party; and let them come out boldly 
| and do it, and not to attempt to plead, in extenua- 
| tion before their constituents, that though they 
| hated to, ne were obliged, by a rule of the House, 
| to do 80; and if gentlemen belonging to the two 
| great parties were so anxious to effect an organ- 
| ization, let them unite in this way, without spend- 
| ing more time in this unprofitable manner. 

hile he was on the floor, he begged leave to 
ped to one other subject, and then he should con- 
| clude. 

For the first week of the session, and perhaps 
for a longer time, the reason commonly, almost 
invariably, given by gentlemen of both the, great 
| parties for the failure to organize the House, was, 
the incorrigible obstinacy of the Free-Soilers and 
| the impracticables. ell, he had thought ite 
| queer reason. He had thought it very strange that 
over two hundred men should be put to such 
perfect nonplus by less than twenty members. It 
was a greater responsibility than he, as one of 
the Free-Soilers, was willing to assume. But he 
| thought the genileman from Tennessee (Mr. Wu- 
LiaMs] a little oblivious or inattentive, after the 
events of yesterday, to repeat the charge, either 
against the Free Soilers or the impracticables of 
this House. They had. had something else to 
prevent the organization. One of those gentlemen 
who had spoken yesterday (Mr. Meape] had 
said, that if the House could not be organized in 
such a manner as to secure one kind of action, and 
to prevent another kind of action, he hoped 
God that hé had looked upon the last S of 
the House of Represéntatives. Another gentle 
man, (Mr. Toomss,] who had no doubt spokes 
with sincerity, had said, that if a parti course 
of policy was to be pursued here, “let disorder 
we and from the a and the satisfaction 
with which the declaration was received on both 
sides of the House, he (Mr. R.) had felt that there 
was something more than a small band of Free 
Soilers who stood in the way of an organization. 
_ The gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Mc 
in his remarks yesterday, had taken the 
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